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MINUTES OF GANNAWARRA SHIRE COUNCIL 
COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, KERANG 
ON WEDNESDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 6:30PM 

PRESENT: Cr Lorraine Learmonth (Mayor) Yarran Ward 
Cr Andrew Gibbs Yarran Ward 
Cr Steven Tasker Murray Ward 
Cr Charlie Gillingham (Deputy Mayor) Avoca Ward 
Cr Jodie Basile  Patchell Ward 
Cr Brian Gibson Patchell Ward 
Cr Jenny Fawcett Patchell Ward 

IN ATTENDANCE: Chief Executive Officer 
Manager Governance 

Gallery: Nil 

Media:  Nil 

1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Gannawarra Welcome to Country video was played as the Acknowledgement of Country. 

2 OPENING DECLARATION  

The Deputy Mayor read the Opening Declaration. 

3 APOLOGIES 

Nil 

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

RESOLUTION 

Moved: Cr Jodie Basile 
Seconded: Cr Charlie Gillingham 

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 19 August 2020 be confirmed. 

CARRIED 

5 DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

Councillor Charlie Gillingham declared an Indirect Conflict of Interest by close association in 
relation to Item 7.8. 
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6 ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

6.1 ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 19 AUGUST TO 15 SEPTEMBER, 2020 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report presents to Council written records of Assembly of Councillors in accordance with 
Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989. 
 

RESOLUTION 

Moved: Cr Jenny Fawcett 
Seconded: Cr Charlie Gillingham 

That Council note the records of Assemblies of Councillors from 19 August to 15 September, 
2020. 

CARRIED 

7 BUSINESS REPORTS FOR DECISION 

7.1 POLICY REVIEW - POLICY NO. 140 - COVID-19 HARDSHIP  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In response to the impact that Coronavirus (COVID-19) was having and was likely to have on our 
local businesses and employment, the Council adopted Policy No. 140 – COVID-19 Hardship in 
April 2020. The policy was adopted to recognise the financial hardship being experienced and was 
put in place for six months. As Victoria is still under COVID-19 restrictions, this report seeks an 
extension of the timeline of the policy. 
 

RESOLUTION 

Moved: Cr Charlie Gillingham 
Seconded: Cr Brian Gibson 

That Council extend the operations of Policy No. 140 – COVID-19 Hardship until a further review 
on or before 17 March 2021. 

CARRIED 
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7.2 CHRISTMAS CLOSURE 2020 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

To enable Council staff to enjoy the Christmas holiday period with friends and family, it is 
proposed that Council close its main administration offices, libraries, Gannawarra Shire Children’s 
Centre administration and Works Depot from Thursday, 24 December, 2020 and re-open on 
Monday, 4 January, 2021. 
 

RESOLUTION 

Moved: Cr Brian Gibson 
Seconded: Cr Andrew Gibbs 

That Council: 

1. Acknowledge the closure of Council offices over the Christmas/New Year period from 
closing time on Thursday 24 December, 2020 through to Monday 4 January, 2021. 

2. Advertise the office closure in the local newspaper, website and social media. 

CARRIED 
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7.3 DOMESTIC WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A Domestic Wastewater Management Plan forms part of Council’s obligations to prevent public 
health risk and contamination of the environment from the disposal of domestic wastewater. 

Council is required by legislation to have such a plan in place and to approve and regulate any 
onsite wastewater management systems (septic tanks) that generate less than 5,000 litres per 
day. 

Council first developed a Domestic Wastewater Management Plan for the Gannawarra Shire in 
2007. The Council Plan 2017-2021 identified as a priority action a review of this plan. 

A Domestic Wastewater Management Plan helps guide consistent decision making when Council’s 
delegated officers are assessing applications to install or alter domestic wastewater systems. The 
plan also supports planning decisions to reduce or minimise future impacts from domestic 
wastewater. 

Attachment: Domestic Wastewater Management Plan 2020-2023 

RESOLUTION 

Moved: Cr Brian Gibson 
Seconded: Cr Charlie Gillingham 

That Council adopt the Gannawarra Shire Domestic Wastewater Management Plan, as 
presented and attached. 

CARRIED 
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7.4 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMIT P19.116  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report is being presented to Council to determine a planning application for the use of land 
for animal husbandry at 3 Maunder Street, Koondrook. 

The application was advertised to surrounding property owners and occupiers and two written 
objections were received. 

The proposal is considered to be appropriate for the site and consistent with the provisions of the 
Gannawarra Planning Scheme. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved: Cr Charlie Gillingham 
Seconded: Cr Jenny Fawcett 

That Council approve Planning Application P19.116 for use of land for animal husbandry 
(pigeons) in accordance with the endorsed plans and issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit 
at Lot 5, LP136344, 3 Maunder Street, Koondrook subject to the following conditions: 

1.  General Requirement 
The use of the site in accordance with this permit and as shown on the endorsed plan must not 
be altered or modified without the written consent of the Responsible Authority. 

2. Use of the Land 
This permit allows the use of land for animal husbandry only by Mr Joseph Giorgio of 3 Maunder 
Street, Koondrook. Should Joseph Giorgio no longer reside on the land on a full time basis, this 
permit will expire.  

3. Number of Pigeons  
The maximum number of pigeons kept on the land at any one time must not exceed 150. 

4. Storage of Food Supplies  
All feed must be contained in metal or plastic containers with vermin proof lids to the 
satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.  

5. Cleaning of Pigeon Lofts  
a) All pigeon lofts must be maintained in a clean and tidy state to the satisfaction of the 

Responsible Authority.  
b) Pigeon feathers, droppings and excess bird food must be removed from all pigeon lofts at 

least two times a week and to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.  
c) All diseased and dead birds must be immediately removed from the lofts and disposed of to 

the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 

6. Collection and Storage of Waste 
All waste material must be stored on-site in a garbage bin with a vermin proof lid to the 
satisfaction of the Responsible Authority and such waste must be removed from the site to the 
satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.  

7. Amenity 
The use and development of the site must be managed so that the amenity of the area is not 
detrimentally affected, through the: 
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 Transport of materials, goods or commodities to or from the land; 

 Appearance of any building, works or materials; 

 Emission of noise, artificial light, vibration, smell, dust, waste water, waste products; 

 Presence of vermin. 

In the event of any such nuisance in the opinion of the Responsible Authority occurring, 
additional suitable procedures for suppression must be developed and implemented to the 
satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 
 

Note 1: A Keeping Animals Permit must be obtained from Council’s Local Laws Department.  
 
Note 2: The keeping of pigeons on the site must comply with the Code of Practice for the 

Housing of Caged Birds. 
 
Note 3: North Central Catchment Management Authority 

Flood levels for the 1% AEP (100 year ARI) flood event have been estimated for this area 
under provisions of the Water Act 1989. The applicable 1% AEP flood level for the 
location described above is 77.8 metres AHD. 
 

North Central CMA advises that in the event of a 1% AEP flood event it is possible that 
the property may be subject to inundation from Gunbower Creek and the Murray River. 
However, it is recommended that a licensed surveyor be engaged to determine the 
exact effect of the applicable flood level on the property. 

CARRIED 
 

7.5 GEOGRAPHIC PLACE NAMING - KOONDROOK DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE PROPOSAL 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

At the December 2019 Ordinary meeting of Council, the name changes proposed by the 
Koondrook Development Committee – the Koondrook Environmental Reserve to Sidney Reid 
Reserve and the reserve containing the Koondrook Swimming Pool to Willow Park - were agreed 
to be advertised in accordance with Council Policy No. 098 - Asset Naming and the Naming Rules 
for Places in Victoria. Community consultation was held in March 2020 and Council can now 
choose to formally adopt the names and make recommendation to the Office of Geographic 
Names (OGN) to continue the process of registration and gazettal. 
 

RESOLUTION 

Moved: Cr Charlie Gillingham 
Seconded: Cr Steven Tasker 

That Council adopt the names proposed by the Koondrook Development Committee – Sidney 
Reid Reserve and Willow Park in accordance with Council Policy No. 098 - Asset Naming and the 
Naming Rules for Places in Victoria. 

CARRIED 
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7.6 KANGAROO LAKE LAND TRANSFER - ROAD DISCONTINUANCE - DECISION 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

After a public consultation process undertaken by Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning (DELWP) part of a road reserve has been identified as surplus government land. DELWP 
proposes to sell the land, subject site plan: L6-11868 to the owner of the adjoining property, 
Allotment 31D-Section 4: 31D~4\PP2120. 
 

RESOLUTION 

Moved: Cr Brian Gibson 
Seconded: Cr Andrew Gibbs 

That Council :  

1. Discontinue the road reserve adjacent to 94 Mystic Park East Road (refer to Plan – L6-
11898) under Section 206, schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 1989, by way of a 
public notice in the government gazette. 

CARRIED 
 

7.7 DRAFT COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY 2020-2025 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Through a review of the Communications and Engagement Strategy 2016-2020 and subsequent 
community consultation, a new Community Engagement Strategy 2020-2025 has been developed. 
This strategy addresses new requirements under the Local Government Act 2020 with 
recommendations established to align with best practice community engagement. After gaining 
Council endorsement for a community consultation process at the July 2020 Council meeting, the 
strategy is now presented for Council’s adoption. 

Attachment: Community Engagement Strategy 2020-2025 

RESOLUTION 

Moved: Cr Brian Gibson 
Seconded: Cr Andrew Gibbs 

That Council  

1. Adopt the Community Engagement Strategy 2020-2025 as presented and attached to this 
report 

2. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to make amendments to the document to correct 
any minor drafting errors that do not materially alter their intent. 

CARRIED 
 
Councillor Charlie Gillingham declared an Indirect Conflict of Interest in Item 7.8 and left the 
Chamber at 6:51pm. 
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7.8 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 2020 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

After a five week application period, Council’s Community Grants Program for 2020 closed with 32 
applications in total. 

Separate assessment panels for each category reviewed the applications against the criteria and 
taking into consideration the challenging setting of the current pandemic, developed 
recommendations for funding that are within Council’s annual budget for the program. 

The report is presented to Council for endorsement of the recommendations for funding of 
sixteen community support projects, and six community events. 

Attachment 1 Community Grants 2020 – Events 

Attachment 2 Community Grants 2020 - Community Support 

RESOLUTION 

Moved: Cr Brian Gibson 
Seconded: Cr Steven Tasker 

That Council: 

1. Endorse the allocation of the 2020 Council Community Support Grants, totalling $70,000. 

2. Endorse the allocation of the 2020 Council Community Events Grants, totalling $13,500. 

CARRIED 

Councillor Charlie Gillingham returned to the Chamber at 6:54pm. 

8 URGENT ITEMS 

Nil 

9 NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil 

8 DELEGATES REPORTS 

10.1 DELEGATES REPORTS 

Association Appointed Council Delegate 

Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance Cr Brian Gibson 

Loddon Campaspe Group of Councils Mayor 

Loddon Mallee Waste and Resource Recovery Group (LMWRRG) Cr Lorraine Learmonth 

Municipal Association of Victoria 

 

Cr Brian Gibson 



Council Meeting Attachments 16 September 2020 

Item 7.3- Attachment 1 Page 11 of 96 

Municipal Emergency Management Planning Committee 
(MEMPC) 

Cr Brian Gibson 

Municipal Fire Management Planning Committee (MFMPC) Cr Steve Tasker 

Murray River Group of Councils (MRGC) Mayor 

NB: * Audit Committee - no delegate report is required as the Audit Committee formally reports 
back separately to Council in accord with the Audit Committee Charter. 
 

91 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS  

Nil  

 

The Meeting closed at 6:57pm. 

 

The Minutes of this Meeting were confirmed at the Meeting of the Gannawarra Shire Council 
held on 21 October 2020. 

Mayor Lorraine Learmonth 

CHAIRPERSON 
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