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1 WELCOME TO COUNTRY 

Playing of the Welcome to Country video clip. 

2 OPENING DECLARATION  

We, the Councillors of the Shire of Gannawarra, declare that we will undertake the duties of the 
office of Councillor, in the best interests of our community, and faithfully, and impartially, carry 
out the functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in us, to the best of our skill and 
judgement. 

3 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

Meeting - 19 August 2020 

5 DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

A Councillor or member of Council staff has a conflict of interest in a matter if he or she has a 
direct interest or an indirect interest in that matter. 

A person has a direct interest in a matter if there is a likelihood that the benefits, obligations, 
opportunities or circumstances of the person would be directly altered if the matter is decided 
in a particular way. This includes where there is a likelihood that the person will receive a 
direct benefit or loss that can be measured in financial terms or that the residential amenity 
of the person will be directly affected if the matter is decided in a particular way. 

A person has an indirect interest in a matter if the person has: 
 a close association in the matter because a family member, a relative or a member of their 

household has a direct or indirect interest in the matter 
 an indirect financial interest in the matter 
 a conflicting duty – although there are circumstances where a person does not have 

an indirect interest because of a conflicting duty 
 received an ‘applicable gift’ 
 become an interested party in the matter by initiating civil proceedings or becoming a 

party to civil proceedings in relation to the matter. 
 Because their residential amenity is likely to be altered if the matter is decided in a particular 

way. 
 
Disclosure of conflict of interest 
If a Councillor has a conflict of interest in a matter which is to be or is likely to be considered at 
a meeting of the Council, the Councillor must: 

 if he or she will be present at the meeting, make a full disclosure of that interest by 
advising of the class and nature of the interest to either – 

• the Council immediately before the matter is considered at the meeting, or 
• in writing to the Chief Executive Officer (CEO). 
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 Where the disclosure is made to the CEO in writing, the Councillor need only disclose the 
class of interest to the meeting, immediately before the matter is considered. 

 The CEO must keep written disclosures in a secure place for three years after the date the 
Councillor who made the disclosure ceases to be a Councillor, and destroy the written 
disclosure when the three year period expires. 

 While the matter is being considered or any vote taken, the Councillor with the conflict 
of interest must leave the room and notify the Mayor he or she is doing so. The Mayor 
must notify the Councillor that he or she may return to the room after consideration of the 
matter and all votes have been cast. 

 A CEO must record in the minutes of the meeting the declaration of the conflict of 
interest, the class of the interest and, if the Councillor has disclosed the nature of the 
interest to the meeting, the nature of the interest. 

 A failure by a Councillor to comply with Section 79 of the Act may result in a penalty of up to 
120 penalty units. 
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6 ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

6.1 ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 19 AUGUST TO 15 SEPTEMBER, 2020 

Author: Mel Scott, Executive Assistant - Chief Executive Office 

Authoriser: Tom O'Reilly, CEO  

Attachments: 1 Assembly of Councillors - 7 September 2020 ⇩   

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council note the records of Assemblies of Councillors from 19 August to 15 September, 
2020. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report presents to Council written records of Assembly of Councillors in accordance with 
Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989. 

DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

In accordance with Section 80B of the Local Government Act 1989, the Officer preparing this 
report declares no conflict of interest in regards to this matter. 

COUNCIL PLAN 

Council Plan 2017-2021: Good Governance and a Healthy Organisation. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

In accordance with Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989 a written record of assembly of 
councillors must be reported at an Ordinary Council meeting and minuted as soon as practicable. 

The record must include: 

1. The names of all Councillors and members of Council staff attending 

2. The matters considered 

3. Any conflict of interest disclosures made by a councillor attending 

4. Whether a councillor who has disclosed a conflict of interest left the assembly. 

CONSULTATION 

Consultation with Councillors and staff has occurred to ensure the accuracy of the Assemblies of 
Councillors records. 

CONCLUSION 

To ensure compliance with Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989, it is recommended that 
Council note the Assembly of Councillors records as outlined in this report.  



Council Meeting Agenda 16 September 2020 

Item 6.1- Attachment 1 Page 6 

 
  



Council Meeting Agenda 16 September 2020 

Item 6.1- Attachment 1 Page 7 

 

  



Council Meeting Agenda 16 September 2020 

Item 7.1 Page 8 

7 BUSINESS REPORTS FOR DECISION 

7.1 POLICY REVIEW - POLICY NO. 140 - COVID-19 HARDSHIP  

Author: Phil Higgins, Director Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Phil Higgins, Director Corporate Services  

Attachments: 1 Policy No. 140 COVID-19 Hardship ⇩   

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council extend the operations of Policy No. 140 – COVID-19 Hardship until a further review 
on or before 17 March 2021. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In response to the impact that Coronavirus (COVID-19) was having and was likely to have on our 
local businesses and employment, the Council adopted Policy No. 140 – COVID-19 Hardship in 
April 2020. The policy was adopted to recognise the financial hardship being experienced and was 
put in place for six months. As Victoria is still under COVID-19 restrictions, this report seeks an 
extension of the timeline of the policy. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to extend the timeline of the operation of Council Policy No. 140 – 
COVID-19 Hardship.  

ATTACHMENTS 

Policy No. 140 – COVID-19 Hardship 

DISCUSSION 

Policy No. 140 – COVID-19 Hardship caters for the following rates and charges payment 
arrangements:- 

 Council to hold interest on all outstanding debts during the COVID-19 pandemic and hold 
off on legal action of rates and charges; and 

 The interest hold date will begin from the declaration of the State of Emergency, 16 March, 
2020 and stay in place for 6 months, to be reviewed by 16 September, 2020. 

RELEVANT LAW 

Local Government Act 1989 – Sections 170 (Deferred payment); and 171A (Waiver by application – 
financial hardship). 

RELATED COUNCIL DECISIONS 

Council adopted Policy No. 140 - COVID-19 Hardship on 15 April, 2020, with a review date of 16 
September, 2020. 

OPTIONS 

The Council can either conclude or extend the operations of Policy No. 140 - COVID-19 Hardship. 
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

The impact of COVID-19 on our community is profound. The economic impact is highly visible in 
certain sectors of the retail, commercial and tourism areas. The forced restrictions have impacted 
community events (social) and regular sporting and cultural activities. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Policy No. 140 has been in place for six months. The policy has been actively promoted in the 
media through media releases, printed and radio press, web pages, social media and on our rate 
notices. Despite these actions the uptake of the policy provisions has been low.  

INNOVATION AND CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT 

The Policy was a new policy in April, 2020. The policy requires a simple notification about 
ratepayers being impacted by COVID-19, to activate the policy provisions. 

COLLABORATION 

The policy was established following evaluation of other councils in the region adopting similar 
responses to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

FINANCIAL VIABILITY 

To date there have been 39 applications for assistance under this policy. The interest written off in 
2019/20 was $1,161. 

REGIONAL, STATE AND NATIONAL PLANS AND POLICIES 

This policy is aligned to various state and national plans to provide assistance to our communities 
during the pandemic. 

COUNCIL PLANS AND POLICIES 

Council Policy No. 025 – Outstanding Debt 

Council Policy No. 034 – Rate Relief 

TRANSPARENCY OF COUNCIL DECISIONS 

This report will be considered in an open Council meeting. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

The officer preparing this report declares that they have no conflict of interest in regards to this 
matter. 
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7.2 CHRISTMAS CLOSURE 2020 

Author: Phil Higgins, Director Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Phil Higgins, Director Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Acknowledge the closure of Council offices over the Christmas/New Year period from 
closing time on Thursday 24 December, 2020 through to Monday 4 January, 2021. 

2. Advertise the office closure in the local newspaper, website and social media. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

To enable Council staff to enjoy the Christmas holiday period with friends and family, it is 
proposed that Council close its main administration offices, libraries, Gannawarra Shire Children’s 
Centre administration and Works Depot from Thursday, 24 December, 2020 and re-open on 
Monday, 4 January, 2021. 

PURPOSE 

To seek approval for Council to close its services over the Christmas holiday period and to 
advertise the closure in the local media. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 

DISCUSSION 

This holiday season, Christmas Day and Boxing Day are on a Friday and Saturday respectively, with 
both days recognised public holidays and Monday 28 December a day in lieu of Boxing Day. 

In the spirit of a family friendly workplace, it is recommended to close Council’s main 
administration offices, libraries, Gannawarra Shire Children’s Centre administration and Works 
Depot from the usual closing time on Thursday, 24 December, 2020.   

Whilst the above offices and depot will be closed, certain key and emergency services will be 
maintained. These include Community Care, Local Laws and emergency call out arrangements in 
the case of fire, flood or a significant rain event. These arrangements and contacts will be 
communicated with the closure. 

Council will be closing other services for three days (29-31 December). This is outlined on the table 
below: 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       24/12/20 

(Business as 
usual) 

25/12/20 

(Public 
Holiday) 

26/12/20 

(Public 
Holiday) 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27/12/20 

(Closed) 

28/12/20 

(Day in lieu 
of Boxing 
Day) 

29/12/20 

(Closed) 

 

30/12/20 

(Closed) 

31/12/20 

(Closed) 

1/1/21 

(Public 
Holiday) 

 

RELEVANT LAW 

The Christmas shutdown is detailed in the Enterprise Bargaining Agreement rather than in 
legislation. 

RELATED COUNCIL DECISIONS 

Council considers Christmas closure annually. Last year the closure was for three days. In 2018/19 
Christmas fell on a Tuesday, the office was closed for four days. 

OPTIONS 

Council has the following options:- 

 Close the offices from close of business (COB) Thursday 24/12/20 until Monday 4/1/21 
(three day closure); and 

  Close the offices for greater than three days. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

The Christmas to new-year period is traditionally aligned to a stronger social focus around families.  

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

The outcome will be advertised to the community via local media and social media channels. 

INNOVATION AND CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT 

Not applicable 

COLLABORATION 

Any closure greater than the three days between Christmas and new-year would require 
appropriate negotiation with staff. 

FINANCIAL VIABILITY 

The Christmas to new-year period is a time where staff can take leave and from a financial 
perspective it can reduce leave liabilities on the balance sheet. 

REGIONAL, STATE AND NATIONAL PLANS AND POLICIES 

Not applicable. 

COUNCIL PLANS AND POLICIES 

Council Plan 2017-2021: Good Governance and a Healthy Organisation. The leave proposed aligns 
with the Council’s Enterprise Bargaining Agreement. 
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TRANSPARENCY OF COUNCIL DECISIONS 

This report will be considered in an open Council meeting. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

The officer preparing this report declared that they have no conflict of interest in regards to this 
matter.  
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7.3 DOMESTIC WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Author: Narelle O'Donoghue, Manager Community Health 

Authoriser: Stacy Williams, Director Community Wellbeing  

Attachments: 1 Draft Revised Gannawarra Domestic Wastewater Management Plan 
2020-2023 ⇩   

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council adopt the Gannawarra Shire Domestic Wastewater Management Plan, as 
presented and attached. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A Domestic Wastewater Management Plan forms part of Council’s obligations to prevent public 
health risk and contamination of the environment from the disposal of domestic wastewater. 

Council is required by legislation to have such a plan in place and to approve and regulate any 
onsite wastewater management systems (septic tanks) that generate less than 5,000 litres per 
day. 

Council first developed a Domestic Wastewater Management Plan for the Gannawarra Shire in 
2007. The Council Plan 2017-2021 identified as a priority action a review of this plan. 

A Domestic Wastewater Management Plan helps guide consistent decision making when Council’s 
delegated officers are assessing applications to install or alter domestic wastewater systems. The 
plan also supports planning decisions to reduce or minimise future impacts from domestic 
wastewater. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to present the recently reviewed Gannawarra Shire Domestic 
Wastewater Management Plan for adoption. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Draft Revised Domestic Wastewater Management Plan 2020-2023. 

DISCUSSION 

Council is responsible for onsite wastewater management systems in both private and commercial 
settings where the wastewater generated is less than 5,000 litres per day. Systems generating 
greater than 5,000 litres per day of wastewater are regulated by the Victorian Environment 
Protection Authority (EPA). 

The purpose of a Domestic Wastewater Management Plan is to assist Council’s Environmental 
Health Officers to fulfil their delegated responsibilities in the assessment of domestic wastewater 
systems operating, or intending to be installed, within the municipality and to provide appropriate 
strategies and actions to manage any issues relating to onsite wastewater management.   

Council first adopted a Domestic Wastewater Management Plan in 2007. This plan was developed 
by RMCG Consultants for Business, Communities & Environment and consisted of a risk 
assessment of domestic wastewater across the Gannawarra Shire. The original 2007 plan was 
funded by the then Department of Sustainability and Environment. 
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The review of the 2007 document has taken into account changes that have occurred since that 
time. 

A number of strategic actions within the 2007 plan have been achieved: 

 Extension of town sewage system along Cohuna Island Road, Cohuna to connect the 
Cohuna Caravan Park, Cohuna Recreation Reserve and associated facilities, Apex Park and 
the Island Rise estate to reticulated sewerage. 

 Installation of a Lower Murray Water Sewerage System at Murrabit. 

 Connection of the majority of houses within Koondrook and Leitchville to reticulated 
sewerage.  

 Undertaking a Kangaroo Lake Domestic Septic Tank and Groundwater Impacts Assessment. 

 The establishment of processes between Council’s Environmental Health, Planning and 
Building departments to strengthen systems around approval processes. 

 Development of educational tools to assist households to understand and manage risks 
associated with their Onsite Wastewater Management systems. 

While much has been achieved, it should be noted that the 2007 Domestic Wastewater 
Management Plan consisted of a large number of actions. Many have not been achieved due to 
resource limitations, competing priorities of Council’s Environmental Health Officers, a low 
assessment of risk associated with these proposed actions, and a balancing of risk based and 
proportionate regulatory oversight of domestic householders across the Gannawarra Shire. 

There have also been a number of regulatory changes since 2007 that have strengthened 
compliance and enforcement relating to domestic wastewater systems. This includes an updated 
Australia and New Zealand Standards (2008) and a new Environment Protection Authority Code of 
Practice for Onsite Wastewater Management (2016).  The Victorian Government also intends that 
a new Environment Protection Amendment Act 2018 will take effect from 1 July 2021. 

RELEVANT LAW 

Section 29 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters) 2018 (Vic) requires a municipal 
council to have a Domestic Wastewater Management Plan in place and to approve and regulate 
any onsite wastewater management systems (septic tanks) that generate less than 5,000 litres per 
day. 

RELATED COUNCIL DECISIONS 

The Domestic Wastewater Management Plan was originally adopted by Council on 26 September 
2007. This is the first time since then that the plan has been reviewed.  

OPTIONS 

To ensure legislative compliance and its content is current, the Domestic Wastewater 
Management Plan must be reviewed and updated at no more than intervals of five years. 

An internal audit must be conducted to assess progress every three years and a report on progress 
of the implementation of the Domestic Wastewater Management Plan published on the Council 
website.  

The revised plan therefore has a review date of 2023. 
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

Gannawarra Shire Council recognises it has a key role in addressing potential risks to public health 
and the environment that result from treatment and disposal of wastewater from homes and 
businesses in unsewered areas.  

The Domestic Wastewater Management Plan highlights prevention and mitigation activities to 
reduce the likelihood, or minimise the consequences of negative environmental and health 
outcomes that may occur in the area.   

Council's enforcement and continued review of existing policies and legislation as well as engaging 
a partnership approach with various agencies responsible for wastewater activities throughout the 
community combine to ensure that all measures possible are addressed to reduce the likelihood 
of contamination caused by poor wastewater practices.  

While focus will remain on educating the community on best practice management of onsite 
domestic wastewater management systems, enforcement where necessary will support risk 
reduction to the wider community and ensure compliance. 

Section 2.2 of the Domestic Wastewater Management Plan details the risks associated with 
domestic wastewater and Section 6 includes the relevant wastewater management issues, risk 
assessment results and options for improving wastewater management across the municipality. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

The Draft reviewed Domestic Wastewater Management Plan was released for public comment on 
19 March 2020 with comments invited through to 17 April 2020. In light of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) Pandemic, a further period of public comment was provided on 23 June 2020 through 
to 24 July 2020. No submissions from the community were received. 

Direct communication with Stakeholder Groups identified within the draft Domestic Wastewater 
Management Plan was conducted. A total of six (6) submissions were received. 

In reviewing the Domestic Wastewater Management Plan internal consultation with Council’s 
Environmental Health, Planning, Building and Engineering departments has taken place.  

Feedback received on the Draft reviewed Plan was considered and incorporated into the Domestic 
Wastewater Management Plan.  

INNOVATION AND CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT 

The State Environment Policy (Water) 2018, was Gazetted on 23 October 2018 to protect Victoria’s 
water resources by seeking to protect human health and the environment by reducing the harmful 
effects of pollution and waste.  

The Gannawarra Shire Domestic Wastewater Management Plan will be further reviewed in the 
second half of 2021 following the introduction of the new Environment Protection Amendment Act 
2018, which comes into force on 1 July 2021.  This will ensure that the plan is consistent with the 
new Act, associated regulations and policies and will remain relevant through to the full review 
date of 2023. 
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COLLABORATION 

The Gannawarra Shire Domestic Wastewater Management Plan lists a number of stakeholders: 
Environment Protection Authority, Coliban Water, Lower Murray Water; Grampians Wimmera 
Mallee Water; North Central Catchment Management Authority; Goulburn Murray Water; and 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning. In addition Council’s Planning, Building, 
Engineering and Environmental Health Services are all stakeholders. 

All stakeholders have been consulted in the development of the Domestic Wastewater 
Management Plan and will be routinely consulted when reviewing the Plan and assessing risk. 

FINANCIAL VIABILITY 

This report contains no budgetary implications however the Action Plan (Section 7) does contain 
actions that will require consideration by Council in future budget processes to enable initiatives 
to be implemented. 

REGIONAL, STATE AND NATIONAL PLANS AND POLICIES 

The Gannawarra Shire Domestic Wastewater Management Plan, including identified and assessed 
municipal risks, align to the current arrangements and risks identified across Victoria and 
enforceable under state-wide legislation. The Domestic Wastewater Management Plan is also 
consistent with other municipal strategic plans and will be used to support decision making 
relating to domestic wastewater into the future. 

COUNCIL PLANS AND POLICIES 

The development of a Domestic Wastewater Management Plan links closely to Council’s 
Environmental Sustainability Strategy (2013), Arbovirus Plan (2017), Urban and Rural Strategy Plan 
(2007), Lake Charm, Kangaroo Lake and Gunbower Creek Environs Strategy (2013), and the Shire 
of Gannawarra Planning Scheme. 
 
The Domestic Wastewater Management Plan supports Council’s priority area of Sustainable 
Natural and Built Environments within the Council Plan 2017-2021. The Council Plan incorporates 
the Statutory Municipal Public Health and Wellbeing Plan developed in accordance with the Public 
Health and Wellbeing Act 2008. The Public Health and Wellbeing Act provides the regulatory 
framework for protecting human health through environmental and public health controls and risk 
reduction strategies. 

TRANSPARENCY OF COUNCIL DECISIONS 

This report will be considered in an open Council meeting. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

The officer preparing this report declares that they have no conflict of interest in regards to this 
matter. 
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7.4 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMIT P19.116  

Author: Kellie Burmeister, Manager Planning and Regulatory Services 

Authoriser: Geoff Rollinson, Director Infrastructure and Development  

Applicant: Joseph Giorgio 

Owner: Joseph Giorgio 

Proposal: Use of land for animal husbandry (pigeons) in accordance with the endorsed 
plan. 

Location: Lot 5, LP136344, 3 Maunder Street, Koondrook 

Attachments: 1 Application Documents ⇩   
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RECOMMENDATION 

That Council approve Planning Application P19.116 for use of land for animal husbandry 
(pigeons) in accordance with the endorsed plans and issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit 
at Lot 5, LP136344, 3 Maunder Street, Koondrook subject to the following conditions: 

 

1.  General Requirement 
The use of the site in accordance with this permit and as shown on the endorsed plan must not 
be altered or modified without the written consent of the Responsible Authority. 
 

2. Use of the Land 
This permit allows the use of land for animal husbandry only by Mr Joseph Giorgio of 3 Maunder 
Street, Koondrook. Should Joseph Giorgio no longer reside on the land on a full time basis, this 
permit will expire.  
 

3. Number of Pigeons  
The maximum number of show pigeons kept on the land at any one time must not exceed 150. 
 

4. Storage of Food Supplies  
All feed must be contained in metal or plastic containers with vermin proof lids to the 
satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.  

 

5. Cleaning of Pigeon Lofts  
a) All pigeon lofts must be maintained in a clean and tidy state to the satisfaction of the 

Responsible Authority.  
b) Pigeon feathers, droppings and excess bird food must be removed from all pigeon lofts at 

least two times a week and to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.  
c) All diseased and dead birds must be immediately removed from the lofts and disposed of to 

the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 
 

6. Collection and Storage of Waste 
All waste material must be stored on-site in a garbage bin with a vermin proof lid to the 
satisfaction of the Responsible Authority and such waste must be removed from the site to the 
satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.  

7. Amenity 
The use and development of the site must be managed so that the amenity of the area is not 
detrimentally affected, through the: 

 Transport of materials, goods or commodities to or from the land; 

 Appearance of any building, works or materials; 

 Emission of noise, artificial light, vibration, smell, dust, waste water, waste products; 

 Presence of vermin. 

In the event of any such nuisance in the opinion of the Responsible Authority occurring, 
additional suitable procedures for suppression must be developed and implemented to the 
satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 
 

Note 1: A Keeping Animals Permit must be obtained from Council’s Local Laws Department.  
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Note 2: The keeping of pigeons on the site must comply with the Code of Practice for the 

Housing of Caged Birds.   
 
Note 3: North Central Catchment Management Authority 

Flood levels for the 1% AEP (100 year ARI) flood event have been estimated for this area 
under provisions of the Water Act 1989. The applicable 1% AEP flood level for the 
location described above is 77.8 metres AHD.  
 

North Central CMA advises that in the event of a 1% AEP flood event it is possible that 
the property may be subject to inundation from Gunbower Creek and the Murray River. 
However, it is recommended that a licensed surveyor be engaged to determine the 
exact effect of the applicable flood level on the property.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report is being presented to Council to determine a planning application for the use of land 
for animal husbandry at 3 Maunder Street, Koondrook. 

The application was advertised to surrounding property owners and occupiers and two written 
objections were received.   

The proposal is considered to be appropriate for the site and consistent with the provisions of the 
Gannawarra Planning Scheme. 

PURPOSE 

To seek Council’s decision of planning application P19.116 for use of land for animal husbandry.  

DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

The officer preparing this report declares no Conflict of Interest in regards to this matter. 

COUNCIL PLAN 

Council Plan 2017-2021 – Strong Healthy Communities– Provide a range of opportunities that 
promote active and healthy lifestyles and social connectedness.   

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The subject site is located at 3 Maunder Street, Koondrook. The site is approximately 1,502.58 
square metres in size. The subject site comprises an existing dwelling and pigeon coops which are 
located towards the rear of the property. The remainder of the site comprises of garden area. 
Access to the site is provided off Maunder Street which is an unsealed road.   

Land to the north, east, south and west of the site is zoned General Residential Zone Schedule 1 
(GRZ1). All of the residential allotments directly adjoining the subject site have been developed 
upon and typically comprise a single dwelling and associated outbuildings. The subject site is 
located within a well-established part of Koondrook’s township. Approximately 22 dwellings are 
located within 100m of the subject site and the main street of Koondrook is located approximately 
466m from the site.  

It appears that Mr Giorgio has kept pigeons on his premises for a number of years prior to 
November 2019, however it is difficult to determine exactly how many pigeons have been kept on 
the premises previously. Under Council’s Local Law No. 1 – Community Amenity the maximum 
number of pigeons that may be kept on private land less than 0.5ha, in a built up area, is 50. 
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Following a complaint, it was brought to Council’s attention that Mr Giorgio was keeping an excess 
number of pigeons on his premises without an excess animal numbers permit. Following a 
discussion with Council’s Local Laws Officers, Mr Giorgio lodged an application for Keeping 
Animals Permit with Council’s Local Laws Department and planning permit application with 
Council’s Planning Department for use of land for animal husbandry. 

CONSULTATION 

The application was referred to North Central Catchment Management Authority (NCCMA) under 
Section 52 of the Planning and Environment Act 1989. The NCCMA offered no objection to the 
granting of a planning permit and provided advice regarding flood levels for the 1% AEP (100 year 
ARI) flood event.  

The application was also referred internally to Council’s Engineering, Building, Environmental 
Health and Local Laws Departments who offered no objection to the proposal. The Local Laws and 
Building Department provided conditions and/or notes. 

Notice of the application was given by mail on 4 December 2019 to adjoining property owners and 
occupiers. Two objections were received.  

The key issues raised in the objections were: 

 Concern regarding an increase in the number of pigeons permitted to be kept on the 
premises in the future.  

 Concern regarding noise impacts from the cooing of the pigeons.  

 Opinion that the applicant is reliant upon cats to reduce any vermin present on the subject 
land and concern that the cats are not confined to the applicants premises.  

 Question regarding for what purpose the applicant was housing the pigeons on his 
property. 

 Concern that the proposal will result in the attraction of ‘wild’ pigeons. 

 Concern regarding the management of pigeon faeces.   

In response to the issues raised by the objector, the following relate to how Council will address 
each of the points should approval be granted for the proposal. 

 Should the application be approved, a condition would be included on the permit which 
restricts the number of pigeons which are to be kept on the land at any one time to 150. 

 It is thought that the noise associated with the cooing of pigeons would not be 
unreasonable in terms of other wild birds and other noises within Koondrook such as 
Arbuthnot Sawmills. 

 The applicant has denied using cats to reduce any vermin present on site and has stated 
that he owns one cat which is caged in the evening. 

 The applicant is a member of Twin Cities Fancy Pigeon Club and the pigeons are used for 
showing. 

 There does not appear to be any evidence that these housed pigeons would attract wild 
birds.  There have been many VCAT cases that do not substantiate this claim. 

 The pigeon cages have cement floors and are cleaned twice weekly.  All excrement is taken 
by trailer offsite. 
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ASSESSMENT 

The subject land is situated within the General Residential Zone Schedule 1 (GRZ1) pursuant to 
Clause 32.08 of the Gannawarra Planning Scheme. One of the purposes of the GRZ1 is ‘To allow 
educational, recreational, religious, community and a limited range of other non-residential uses 
to serve local community needs in appropriate locations’. Another purpose of the GRZ1 is ‘To 
encourage development that respects the neighbourhood character of the area’. 

Pursuant to Clause 32.08-2 of the Gannawarra Planning Scheme, a permit is required for the use of 
land for animal husbandry. Under the Gannawarra Planning Scheme the term animal husbandry is 
defined as ‘Land used to keep, breed, board or train animals including birds.’ The land use term 
animal husbandry should not be confused with the land use term domestic animal husbandry 
which is defined as ‘Land used to keep, breed, board or train domestic animals.’ 

The whole of the subject site is covered by the Land Subject to Inundation Overlay (LSIO). One of 
the purposes of the LSIO is ‘To ensure that development maintains the free passage and 
temporary storage of floodwaters, minimises flood damage, is compatible with the flood hazard 
and local drainage conditions and will not cause any significant rise in flood level or flow velocity’. 

No retrospective planning approval is being sought for the buildings and works associated with the 
development of the pigeon coops on the subject land. It is noted that in this instance the buildings 
and works associated with construction of the pigeon coops does not require planning approval. 
Clause 62.02-2 of the Gannawarra Planning Scheme states that any requirement in the scheme 
relating to the construction of a building or the construction or carrying out of works (other than a 
requirement in the Public Conservation and Resource Zone) does not apply to buildings and works 
associated with cat cages and runs, bird cages, dog houses and other domestic animal enclosures 
associated with the use of the land as a dwelling.  

Neither Clause 32.08 (General Residential Zone) nor Clause 44.04 (Land Subject to Inundation 
Overlay) specifically states that a permit is required for buildings and works associated with bird 
cages ancillary to the use of land as a dwelling.  

DISCUSSION  

Clause 32.08-13 (GRZ1 Decision Guidelines) sets out a number of matters which the Responsible 
Authority must consider before deciding on an application. Some of the matters that the 
Responsible Authority must consider are: 

 The Municipal Planning Strategy and the Planning Policy Framework;  

 The purpose of this zone; 

 Whether the use or development is compatible with residential use. 

 Whether the use generally serves local community needs. 

 The scale and intensity of the use and development. 

There are a number of VCAT cases which have dealt with matters similar to this. Of particular note 
is Watts v Horsham RCC & Ors [2-12] VCAT 1051 (19 July 2012). This particular application was to 
review the decision of the responsible authority to refuse permission for pigeon keeping at 60 
Mardon Drive, Horsham. The Tribunal concluded that the decision of the responsible authority 
should be set aside and a permit was granted which allowed the construction of two pigeon lofts 
for the purpose of animal husbandry (the keeping, breeding and training of racing pigeons) to 
accommodate a maximum of 50 breeding pigeons and 100 racing pigeons. The member concluded 
that a permit should be granted because the proposed use will not have unacceptable amenity 
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impacts and there was no basis for the claim that the use poses a significant risk to the 
environment or the health of the community or nearby neighbours.  

VCAT cases 490/2007 and P219/2007 provides direction on the number of pigeons required to 
trigger the requirement for a permit. The Tribunal found that the keeping of up to 100 racing 
pigeons on the land, in association with the use of land for the purpose of a dwelling, constitutes a 
hobby which does not require any separate planning approval. This rational has been upheld in a 
number of other decisions concerning the keeping of homing pigeons such as Black v Stonnington 
CC [2012] VCAT 1659 (31 October 2012). In this case the Tribunal stated that ‘Clause 62 of the 
Planning Scheme states that no permit is required to keep various animals including birds if they 
comprise part of the usual domestic activities of a dwelling. Notwithstanding that clause, the 
Tribunal has found that keeping more than 100 pigeons comprises an activity that is more 
intensive than being ancillary to a dwelling. It constitutes a separate use (animal husbandry).  

The State Planning Policy Framework (SPPF) 

 Clause 11 (Settlement) states that ‘Planning is to prevent environmental and amenity 
problems created by siting incompatible land uses close together.’ 

 Clause 13.03-1S (Floodplain management): The objective is ‘To assist the protection of life, 
property and community infrastructure from flood hazard.’  

 Clause 13.05-1S (Noise abatement): The objective is ‘To assist the control of noise effects on 
sensitive land uses.’  

 Clause 13.07-1S (Land Use Compatibility): The objective is ‘To safeguard community amenity 
while facilitating appropriate commercial, industrial or other uses with potential off-site 
effects.’ 

Local Planning Policy Framework (LPPF) 

 Clause 21.04-2 (Flooding): The objective is ‘To manage flooding and floodplains so as to 
minimise loss and damage to property and infrastructure, and to preserve the function of 
floodplains to convey and store floodwater.’ 

Particular Provisions 

No particular provisions apply to the assessment of this application.  

The decision guidelines of Clause 65 

The proposal generally complies with the provisions of Clause 65. 

OPTION ANALYSIS 

1. To approve Planning Application P19.116 and issue a Notice of Decision to grant a planning 
permit subject to appropriate conditions.  The objector has the opportunity to appeal 
Council’s decision at VCAT. 

2. To approve Planning Application P19.116 and issue a Notice of Decision to grant a planning 
permit with amended conditions. The objector has the opportunity to appeal Council’s 
decision at VCAT. 

3. To refuse Planning Application P19.116 and issue a Notice of Refusal stating the grounds of 
refusal.  The permit applicant has the opportunity to appeal Council’s decision at VCAT.   
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RISK IMPLICATIONS 

There are no risk implications to Council. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications to Council. 

CONCLUSION 

It is recommended that Council approve planning permit application P19.116 as the proposed use 
will not have unacceptable amenity impacts to surrounding landowners and occupiers.  Any 
amenity type issues can be managed by the conditions contained within the report.  
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7.5 GEOGRAPHIC PLACE NAMING - KOONDROOK DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE PROPOSAL 

Author: Stuart McDougall, Data Analyst 

Authoriser: Geoff Rollinson, Director Infrastructure and Development  

Attachments: 1 Sidney Reid Profile ⇩  
2 Koondrook Reserve Names ⇩   

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council adopt the names proposed by the Koondrook Development Committee – Sidney 
Reid Reserve and Willow Park in accordance with Council Policy No. 098 - Asset Naming and the 
Naming Rules for Places in Victoria. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

At the December 2019 Ordinary meeting of Council, the name changes proposed by the 
Koondrook Development Committee - Sidney Reid Reserve and Willow Park - were agreed to be 
advertised in accordance with Council Policy No. 098 - Asset Naming and the Naming Rules for 
Places in Victoria. Community consultation was held in March 2020 and Council can now choose to 
formally adopt the names and make recommendation to the Office of Geographic Names (OGN) to 
continue the process of registration and gazettal. 

PURPOSE 

For Council to adopt the names proposed by the Koondrook Development Committee: 

(a) Council will rename the Koondrook Environmental Reserve - bordered by Koondrook-
Murrabit Road, Penglase Street and View Street - to the Sidney Reid Reserve.  

(b) Council will formally name the reserve containing the Koondrook Swimming Pool to 
Willow Park Reserve. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1 Sidney Reid Profile 
2 Koondrook Reserve Names 

DISCUSSION 

A request was received from the Koondrook Development Committee to formalise the names of a 
number of parks and reserves in Koondrook to more closely reflect names in current use.  These 
names would then be recognised on VICNAMES which is the register of geographic names in 
Victoria. 

It is proposed that: 

 Koondrook Environmental Reserve be renamed to “Sidney Reid Reserve” as proposed by 
the Koondrook Development Committee (Sidney Reid profile attached to this report).  

 Koondrook Swimming Pool Reserve be official named “Willow Park Reserve” which it has 
been locally known as and signed as such for many years. 

Both of the above proposed names comply with the Naming Rules for Places in Victoria 2016. 
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RELEVANT LAW 

Under the Geographic Places Names Act 1998, Council is a naming authority for any public or 
private road, feature or locality within Victoria for the purposes of naming, renaming, changing 
boundary alignments or street numbering and must adhere to the Naming rules for places in 
Victoria – Statutory requirements for naming roads, features and localities 2016 guidelines.  

RELATED COUNCIL DECISIONS 

Council at the December 2019 ordinary meeting resolved to authorise officers to advertise name 
changes.  

OPTIONS 

Council has the options to either: 

- Accept the proposed name changes and allow the proposed name changes to be submitted 
to Geographic Names Victoria for approval.  

- Reject the proposed name changes and restart community consultation with Koondrook 
Development Committee.  

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Council commenced a 28 day community consultation period with advertisements on Council’s 
website and the Gannawarra News between 3 March and 31 March 2020, which provided an 
opportunity for community objections or submissions. 

Two submissions were received. 

One submission related to Willow Park naming from a committee member of the Koondrook Pool 
Committee – communication clarifying that the Koondrook Swimming Pool was not being 
renamed, rather it’s the reserve that the pool is within that is being officially named. The other 
was regarding the need for greater use of aboriginal/first peoples naming. 

INNOVATION AND CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT 

Not applicable. 

COLLABORATION 

Not applicable. 

FINANCIAL VIABILITY 

Not applicable. 

REGIONAL, STATE AND NATIONAL PLANS AND POLICIES 

Under the Geographic Places Names Act 1998 the Geographic Names Victoria (GNV) assists the 
Registrar of Geographic Names by liaising with naming authorities such as municipal councils, 
government departments and authorities to ensure the VICNAMES register is regularly updated. 

On behalf of the Registrar, GNV participates in ongoing communication with service providers such 
as the Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority (ESTA), Australia Post and other 
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organisations, ensuring that proposals from naming authorities conform to the Naming rules for 
places in Victoria, Statutory requirements for naming roads, features and localities –2016. 

COUNCIL PLANS AND POLICIES 

Council Policy No. 098 - Asset Naming.  

TRANSPARENCY OF COUNCIL DECISIONS 

This report will be considered in an open Council meeting. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

The officer preparing this report declares no conflict of interest in regards to this matter. 
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7.6 KANGAROO LAKE LAND TRANSFER - ROAD DISCONTINUANCE - DECISION 

Author: Stuart McDougall, Data Analyst 

Authoriser: Geoff Rollinson, Director Infrastructure and Development  

Attachments: Nil  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council :  

1. Discontinue the road reserve adjacent to 94 Mystic Park East Road (refer to Plan – L6-
11898) under Section 206, schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 1989, by way of a 
public notice in the government gazette. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

After a public consultation process undertaken by Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning (DELWP) part of a road reserve has been identified as surplus government land. DELWP 
proposes to sell the land, subject site plan: L6-11868 to the owner of the adjoining property, 
Allotment 31D-Section 4: 31D~4\PP2120. 

PURPOSE 

This report seeks Council’s approval to discontinue the unused government road reserve. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 

DISCUSSION 

DELWP has undertaken a public consultation process to identify surplus government property and 
identified part of an unused government road reserve at the north end of Kangaroo Lake which 
runs from Mystic Park East Road to the Murray Valley Highway as surplus. The adjoining property 
owner to the south is interested in purchasing the land. 

DELWP proposes to sell the land (subject site plan: L6-11868) shown below to the owner of the 
adjoining property (Allotment 31D-Section 4: 31D~4\PP2120). 
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Subject site description: full width of the road reserve that is adjacent to land parcel Allot. 31D 
Sec. 4 Parish of Benjeroop.  

- Land area is approximately 2200sqm – (with merged land area would make the resultant 
property a similar size as 72 Mystic Park East Road). 

- Planning Zone is Farm Zone – (same as the neighbouring properties). 

This unused road reserve is one of three between Mystic Park East Road and the Murray Valley 
Highway. 

RELEVANT LAW 

Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 1989 - Powers of Councils over roads. 

RELATED COUNCIL DECISIONS 

Council resolved at the June meeting to give pubic notice, invite submissions and consider at 
August meeting. 

OPTIONS 

Council has the follow options: 

- Discontinue the unused road reserve; 

- Reject the proposal and continue discussion with DELWP. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

http://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#council
http://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#road
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Public notice was given and submissions were invited. No objections were received from the 
public. 

INNOVATION AND CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT 

Not applicable 

COLLABORATION 

Council works with DELWP collaboratively for the management of government land with respect 
to roads, property and crown land. 

FINANCIAL VIABILITY 

Not applicable. 

REGIONAL, STATE AND NATIONAL PLANS AND POLICIES 

Not applicable  

COUNCIL PLANS AND POLICIES 

Council Plan 2017 – 2021 – Our Community is consulted on issues that will affect them. 

TRANSPARENCY OF COUNCIL DECISIONS 

This report will be considered in an open Council meeting 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

The officer preparing this report declared that they have no conflict of interest in regards to this 
matter  
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7.7 DRAFT COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY 2020-2025 

Author: Paul Fernee, Manager Community Engagement 

Authoriser: Stacy Williams, Director Community Wellbeing  

Attachments: 1 Community Engagement Strategy 2020-2025 ⇩   

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council  

1. Adopt the Community Engagement Strategy 2020-2025 as presented and attached to this 
report 

2. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to make amendments to the document to correct 
any minor drafting errors that do not materially alter their intent. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Through a review of the Communications and Engagement Strategy 2016-2020 and subsequent 
community consultation, a new Community Engagement Strategy 2020-2025 has been developed.  
This strategy addresses new requirements under the Local Government Act 2020 with 
recommendations established to align with best practice community engagement.  After gaining 
Council endorsement for a community consultation process at the July 2020 Council meeting, the 
strategy is now presented for Council’s adoption. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is for Council to adopt the Community Engagement Strategy 2020-2025. 

ATTACHMENTS 

DRAFT Community Engagement Strategy 2020-2025 

DISCUSSION 

Council’s Communications and Engagement Strategy 2016-2020 has been under review over the 
past seven months.  Taking into consideration implementation of a new Local Government Act 
2020, and exploring best practice community engagement, a new Draft Community Engagement 
Strategy has been developed.  The strategy utilised feedback from a survey provided to the 
community from 14 February 2020 to 13 March 2020 and after linking outcomes to new 
requirements of the Local Government Act 2020 and Best Practice engagement processes the 
strategy was endorsed for community feedback at the July 2020 Council meeting. 

After a period of exhibition from 15 July 2020 until 21 August 2020, Council did not receive any 
feedback or submissions in relation to the draft strategy. 

This was after a consultation program which included multiple features in Gannawarra News, 
social media posts, media release and through the Mayoral radio interview. 

Noting this, some minor administrative changes have been made to the draft strategy that was 
available for public comment, generally reflecting responsibilities for implementation of actions 
within the document. 
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RELEVANT LAW 

Council’s Community Engagement Policy to guide community consultation for the organisation has 
yet to be developed under the Local Government Act 2020.  As per the Local Government Act 1989 
(Section 223), an opportunity for public comment was endorsed at the July Council meeting, and 
undertaken. 

RELATED COUNCIL DECISIONS 

This report is a presented as a follow up from the July Council meeting, where Council endorsed 
the Draft Community Engagement Strategy 2020-2025 for public feedback. 

Council originally adopted a Communications and Engagement Strategy 2016-2020 in 2016, which 
this proposed strategy will replace. 

OPTIONS 

After placing the draft strategy out for feedback from the 15 July 2020 until 21 August 2020 and 
receiving no responses, it is recommended Council adopt the Community Engagement Strategy 
2020-2025 as presented. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Community consultation was undertaken through an online and paper based survey to help 
inform the development of the draft strategy, with Council receiving 329 responses. 

The draft strategy was made available for public comment from 15 July 2020 until 21 August 2020 
with no submissions received. 

INNOVATION AND CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT 

The strategy recommends significant change and innovation in the way Council engages with the 
community, including more interactive and online engagement and shift in the way Council 
undertakes project planning. 

COLLABORATION 

Not applicable. 

FINANCIAL VIABILITY 

The strategy does highlight a need for some expenditure over the life of the document, although 
this would be incorporated in Council’s annual budgeting process, with no significant expenditure 
recommended. 

REGIONAL, STATE AND NATIONAL PLANS AND POLICIES 

Not applicable. 

COUNCIL PLANS AND POLICIES 

Identified in the Council Plan 2017-21 Good Governance and Healthy Organisation – Engagement: 
1. Our community is consulted on issues that will affect them 
2. Improve the community’s ability to self-access information on Council’s services and programs 
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TRANSPARENCY OF COUNCIL DECISIONS 

This report will be considered in an open Council meeting. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

The officer preparing this report declares that they have no conflict of interest in regards to this 
matter. 
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7.8 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 2020 

Author: Paul Fernee, Manager Community Engagement 

Authoriser: Stacy Williams, Director Community Wellbeing  

Attachments: 1 Community Grants 2020 - Events ⇩  
2 Community Grants 2020 - Community Support ⇩   

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Endorse the allocation of the 2020 Council Community Support Grants, totalling $70,000. 

2. Endorse the allocation of the 2020 Council Community Events Grants, totalling $13,500. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

After a five week application period, Council’s Community Grants Program for 2020 closed with 32 
applications in total.   

Separate assessment panels for each category reviewed the applications against the criteria and 
taking into consideration the challenging setting of the current pandemic, developed 
recommendations for funding that are within Council’s annual budget for the program.   

The report is presented to Council for endorsement of the recommendations for funding of 
sixteen community support projects, and six community events. 

PURPOSE 

This report is presented for Council endorsement of successful Community grants applications, 
both community support and events streams for 2020. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Community Grants 2020 – Events Category 

Community Grants 2020 – Community Support Category 

DISCUSSION 

The Community Grants program was opened on Monday 27 July 2020 and closed on Monday 24 
August 2020. 

The framework for Council’s Community Grants program is outlined below: 

 Allocated Total of applications received this round 

Community support category:  $70,000 $117,775 

Events category:  
$13,500 

$19,500 

TOTAL $83,500 $137,275 

A list of applications recommended for funding is included as an attachment to this report. 
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In the Community Events category it is recommended six applications submitted be endorsed by 
Council.  Initially this category received eight applications, however two were submitted in the 
incorrect category and were subsequently moved into the Community Support category.   

It is recommended that 16 of the 26 applications submitted to the Community Support category 
be endorsed by Council. Each of these applications has demonstrated compliance with Council’s 
overall objectives. Applications have been assessed as meeting the eligibility criteria set by Council 
in the grant guidelines.   

In this funding round, the recommended projects include projects which focus on improvements 
to community facilities and buildings and equipment to support local groups, amongst other 
initiatives. 

Applications recommended for endorsement would find it difficult to compete for grant support 
from other external funding sources, or have made unsuccessful attempts to secure other funding 
in the past. 

RELEVANT LAW 

Not applicable 

RELATED COUNCIL DECISIONS 

The Framework for Council’s Community Grants program was approved by Council in November 
2017. 

OPTIONS 

Funding recommendations have been made to Council for the two categories available in Council’s 
2020 Community Grants program as assessed by two separate panels, and it is recommended 
Council endorse the allocation of the funds as outlined within the attachments. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

Funding provided through this funding program supports economic and social sustainability within 
small communities. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

The community were informed of the funding submission period of Monday 27 July 2020 until 
Monday 24 August 2020 through Council’s various communications methods, including local 
papers, Council’s website, radio and social media channels. 

INNOVATION AND CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT 

A number of applications have demonstrated adaption to the current COVID-19 social distancing 
requirements, which was considered by the assessment panel when reviewing the Community 
Events funding stream. 

COLLABORATION 

Not applicable. 

FINANCIAL VIABILITY 

The 2020 community grants program funding amount was included in Council’s 2020-21 budget. 
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REGIONAL, STATE AND NATIONAL PLANS AND POLICIES 

Not applicable. 

COUNCIL PLANS AND POLICIES 

Community grant applicants were encouraged to consider how their projects would link to the 
Council Plan 2017-21 and the relevant community profiles. 

TRANSPARENCY OF COUNCIL DECISIONS 

This report will be considered in an open Council meeting. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

The officer preparing this report declares that they have no conflict of interest in regards to this 
matter. 
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8 URGENT ITEMS  

 

9 NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil   

10 DELEGATES REPORTS 

10.1 DELEGATES REPORTS 

Author: Mel Scott, Executive Assistant - Chief Executive Office 

Authoriser: Tom O'Reilly, CEO  

Attachments: Nil  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council has memberships with peak Local Government associations, local and regional forums 
along with statutory committees. Some memberships require that a Councillor be appointed to act 
as a delegate to formally represent Council; typically in a voting capacity. This Agenda item 
provides an opportunity for Council appointed delegates to present a verbal update on any 
pertinent matters arising from Council’s membership on the following associations. 
 

Association Appointed Council Delegate 

Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance Cr Brian Gibson 

Loddon Campaspe Group of Councils Mayor 

Loddon Mallee Waste and Resource Recovery Group (LMWRRG) Cr Lorraine Learmonth 

Municipal Association of Victoria Cr Brian Gibson 

Municipal Emergency Management Planning Committee 
(MEMPC) 

Cr Brian Gibson 

Municipal Fire Management Planning Committee (MFMPC) Cr Steve Tasker 

Murray River Group of Councils (MRGC) Mayor 

NB: * Audit Committee - no delegate report is required as the Audit Committee formally reports 
back separately to Council in accord with the Audit Committee Charter. 

 

81 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS    

Nil  
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