
 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, 9 June 2020  

1:00pm 

Northern District Community Health 

Kerang 

 

AGENDA 
  

 

Council Meeting 
 
Council is operating in accordance with the new COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 
2020 which operates for a Prescribed Period from 1 May to 1 November. 
During this Prescribed Period the following arrangements will apply until 1 November 2020: 
 

 Ordinary Council Meetings will be closed to the public 

 Meetings will be live-streamed via Council’s Facebook page which can be accessed at 

this link (www.facebook.com/gannawarra) 
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1 WELCOME TO COUNTRY 

I would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we meet today, their rich 
culture and connection to Country. I pay my respects to Elders past, present and emerging and 

acknowledge Elders from other communities who may be meeting with us today. 

2 OPENING DECLARATION  

We, the Councillors of the Shire of Gannawarra, declare that we will undertake the duties of the 
office of Councillor, in the best interests of our community, and faithfully, and impartially, carry 
out the functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in us, to the best of our skill and 
judgement. 

3 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

4 DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

A Councillor, member of a special committee, or member of Council staff has a conflict of 
interest in a matter if he or she has a direct interest or an indirect interest in that matter. 

A person has a direct interest in a matter if there is a likelihood that the benefits, obligations, 
opportunities or circumstances of the person would be directly altered if the matter is decided 
in a particular way. This includes where there is a likelihood that the person will receive a 
direct benefit or loss that can be measured in financial terms or that the residential amenity 
of the person will be directly affected if the matter is decided in a particular way. 

A person has an indirect interest in a matter if the person has: 
 a close association in the matter because a family member, a relative or a member of their 

household has a direct or indirect interest in the matter 
 an indirect financial interest in the matter 
 a conflicting duty – although there are circumstances where a person does not have 

an indirect interest because of a conflicting duty 
 received an ‘applicable gift’ 
 become an interested party in the matter by initiating civil proceedings or becoming a 

party to civil proceedings in relation to the matter. 
 Because their residential amenity is likely to be altered if the matter is decided in a particular 

way. 
 
Disclosure of conflict of interest 
If a Councillor or member of a special committee has a conflict of interest in a matter which is to 
be or is likely to be considered at a meeting of the Council or special committee, the Councillor or 
member must: 

 if he or she will be present at the meeting, make a full disclosure of that interest by 
advising of the class and nature of the interest to either – 

 the Council or special committee immediately before the matter is considered at the 
meeting, or 
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 in writing to the Chief Executive Officer (CEO). Where the disclosure is made to the CEO in 
writing, the Councillor or member need only disclose the class of interest to the meeting, 
immediately before the matter is considered. 

 if he or she will not be present at the meeting, make a full disclosure to the CEO or 
Chairperson of the meeting, in writing, of the class and nature of the interest. If a 
Chairperson is given a written disclosure, he or she must give the written disclosure to the 
CEO. 

 The CEO must keep written disclosures in a secure place for three years after the date the 
Councillor or member of the special committee who made the disclosure ceases to be a 
Councillor or member, and destroy the written disclosure when the three year period 
expires. 

 While the matter is being considered or any vote taken, the Councillor or member of 
a special committee with the conflict of interest must leave the room and notify the 
Mayor or Chairperson of the special committee he or she is doing so. The Mayor or 
Chairperson must notify the Councillor or member that he or she may return to the room 
after consideration of the matter and all votes have been cast. 

 A CEO or Chairperson of a special committee must record in the minutes of the meeting the 
declaration of the conflict of interest, the class of the interest and, if the Councillor or 
member has disclosed the nature of the interest to the meeting, the nature of the interest. 

 A failure by a Councillor or member to comply with Section 79 of the Act may result in a 
penalty of up to 120 penalty units and disqualification under Section 29(2) of the Act. 
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5 BUSINESS REPORTS FOR DECISION 

5.1 HEARING SUBMISSIONS - PROPOSED BUDGET 2020/2021 

Author: Phil Higgins, Director Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Tom O'Reilly, CEO  

Attachments: 1 2020/21 Budget Submissions Received ⇩   
 

Council will hear the submissions from those requesting to address Council in support of their 
submission lodged under Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989 in respect of the 
Gannawarra Shire Council Proposed Budget 2020/2021. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council has prepared a Proposed Budget 2020/2021 in accordance with Section 127 of the Local 
Government Act 1989 (the Act). In accordance with Section 223 of the Act, Council must, if 
requested as part of a submission on the Proposed Budget, provide the person with the 
opportunity to be heard in support of the submission. Five of sixteen submissions received 
included requests to be heard. Council must consider all submissions and decide whether or not to 
amend the Proposed Budget 2020/2021 prior to adoption at the Council Meeting on 24 June 2020. 
 

BACKGROUND 

Council has prepared a Proposed Budget 2020/2021 in accordance with Section 127 of the Act. In 
accordance with Section 223 of the Act a person has a right to make a submission and can request 
to be heard by Council in support of the submission.  

Submissions must be considered by Council prior to formal adoption of the Proposed Budget 
2020/2021. 

Council resolved to give public notice of the preparation of the Proposed Budget 2020/2021 at its 
meeting on 15 April, 2020. 

DISCUSSION 

Sixteen submissions have been received on the Proposed Budget 2020/2021 and five submitters 
have asked to be heard in support of their submission. The exact wording of fourteen submissions 
submitted online are contained in the attached spreadsheet. Two submissions received by letter 
are attached separately.  

POLICY CONTEXT 

 Local Government Act 1989 – Section 127 on the preparation of the Budget and Section 

223 on making submissions. 

 Council Plan – Good Governance and a Healthy Organisation – “achieve long term financial 

sustainability” and “our community is consulted”. A number of the projects funded in the 
Proposed Budget address key actions in the Council Plan. 
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CONSULTATION 

In accordance with the Act, the Proposed Budget 2020/2021 was available for inspection between 
23 April and 25 May, 2020. Council undertook a community engagement process, which included 
the distribution of digital information packs to contacts representing more than 200 community 
organisations, Progress Associations, Development Committees, schools, health providers and 
sporting clubs. 

As this Council meeting is operating in accordance with the new COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency 
Measures) Act 2020, Council will hear all submissions via telephone. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

In accordance with Section 80B of the Local Government Act 1989, the Officer preparing this 
report declares no conflict of interest in regards to this matter. 

CONCLUSION 

The Proposed Budget 2020/2021 was available for inspection between 23 April and 25 May, 2020 
and submissions were invited until 25 May, 2020. Sixteen submissions were received and five 
people requested to be heard by Council in support of their submission. After considering 
submissions, the Proposed Budget 2020/2021 will be presented to Council for adoption at the 24 
June 2020 Council meeting. 
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