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1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

I would like to take this time to acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land, and pay my 
respect to elders both past and present 

2 OPENING DECLARATION  

We, the Councillors of the Shire of Gannawarra, declare that we will undertake the duties of the 
office of Councillor, in the best interests of our community, and faithfully, and impartially, carry 
out the functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in us, to the best of our skill and 

judgement. 

3 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

Ordinary Meeting - 19 July 2017 

5 DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

In accordance with sections 77A, 77B, 78 and 79 of the Local Government Act 1989 Councillors are 
required to disclose a ‘conflict of interest’ in a decision if they would receive, or could be 
reasonably perceived as receiving a direct or indirect financial or non-financial benefit or 
detriment (other than as a voter, resident or ratepayer) from the decision. 

In accordance with section 79B of the Local Government Act 1989 Councillors who consider that 
they have a personal interest that is in conflict with their public duty in relation to a matter may, if 
they do not have a conflict of interest as described above, apply to Council to be exempted from 
voting on the matter. 

Disclosure must occur immediately before the matter is considered or discussed. 
 

6 QUESTION TIME 

Question Time at Council meetings enables an opportunity for members of the public in the gallery 
to address questions to the Council of the Shire of Gannawarra. 

 

QUESTIONS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 All questions are to be directed to the Chair. 

 Members of the public may ask questions from the gallery and should provide their name 
(and organisation if relevant) at the beginning of their questions. 

 There is a maximum number of 3 questions of up to 2 minutes each. 

 Chair will respond or refer to Councillor or CEO. 

 Sometimes a Councillor/officer may indicate that they require further time to research an 
answer. In this case, the answer will be provided in writing generally within 10 days. 
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 Where a question cannot be answered on the spot, the person is asked to write out their 
questions on a form provided to enable an accurate response to be prepared. 

 Questions will be answered at the meeting, or later in writing, unless the Chairperson has 
determined that the relevant question relates to: 

 
• Personal matters 
• The personal hardship of any resident or ratepayers 
• Industrial matters 
• Contractual matters 
• Proposed developments 
• Legal advice 
• Matters affecting the security of council property 
• An issue outside the Gannawarra Shire Council core business 
• Or any other matter which the Council considers would prejudice it or any person 
• A matter which may disadvantage the Council or any other person 
• Is defamatory, indecent, abusive or objectionable in language or substance 
• Is repetitive of a question already answered (whether at the same or an earlier 

meeting) 
• Is asked to embarrass an officer or another Councillor 

 
 No debate or discussion of questions or answers shall be permitted and all questions and 

answers shall be as brief as possible. 
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7 ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS JULY 20 2017 TO AUGUST 16 2017 

Author: Eric Braslis, CEO 

Authoriser: Eric Braslis, CEO  

Attachments: 1 Assembly of Councillors - 24 July 2017   
2 Assembly of Councillors - 07 August 2017    

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes the records of Assembly of Councillors from 20 July, 2017 to 16 August, 2017. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

To present to Council written records of Assembly of Councillors in accordance with section 80A of 
the Local Government Act 1989. 
 

DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

In accordance with Section 80B of the Local Government Act 1989, the Officer preparing this 
report declares no conflict of interest in regards to this matter. 

COUNCIL PLAN 

Council Plan 2013-2017 – Good Governance and a Healthy Organisation. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

In accordance with Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989 a written record of assembly of 
councillors must be reported at an ordinary Council meeting and minuted as soon as practicable. 

The record must include:  

1. The names of all Councillors and members of council staff attending 

2. The matters considered 

3. Any conflict of interest disclosures made by a councillor attending 

4. Whether a Councillor who has disclosed a conflict of interest left the assembly. 

CONSULTATION 

Consultation with Councillors and staff has occurred to ensure the accuracy of the Assemblies of 
Councillors records. 

CONCLUSION 

To ensure compliance with Section 76A of the Local Government Act 1989 it is recommended that 
Council note the Assemblies of Councillors records as outlined in this report. 
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8 BUSINESS REPORTS FOR DECISION 

8.1 REVISED GANNAWARRA HEAT HEALTH PLAN - ADOPTION 

Author: Narelle O'Donoghue, Manager Community Health 

Authoriser: Mandy Hutchinson, Director Community Wellbeing  

Attachments: 1 2017 Gannawarra Heat Health Plan    
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council adopt the 2017 Gannawarra Heat Health Plan. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Emergency Management Act 1986 (Vic) requires a municipal council to have arrangements in 
place to prevent, respond to and recover from any emergencies that could occur in the 
municipality. 

In Victoria, natural events like heatwaves constitute an emergency under the Emergency 
Management Act 1986 with the Department of Health and Human Services having the overall 
responsibility for the coordination of heat health activities in Victoria. 

The Heat Health Plan for Victoria outlines a coordinated approach to the prevention, preparation 
and management of extreme heat with a focus on health and community service providers and 
local and state government. 

The Gannawarra Heat Health Plan is a sub-plan of the Gannawarra Municipal Emergency 
Management Plan and provides a framework for Council to meet its emergency management and 
other legislative obligations and ensure that a plan is in place to support the community during 
extreme heat events and heatwaves.  
 

BACKGROUND 

Extreme heat events and heatwaves have contributed to more deaths in Australia than any other 
natural hazard. Several consecutive days of extreme temperatures, with high night-time 
temperatures, are the most lethal however impacts to human health can occur on a single day of 
extreme heat. 

Council first adopted a Heatwave Plan in November 2009. Minor reviews have occurred to the 
original plan since this time with implementation occurring over each summer period. 

While extreme heat events occur on an annual basis in Gannawarra, there have been two 
significant heatwave events over recent years: 

1. In January and February 2009, Victoria experienced an unprecedented statewide heatwave 
with temperatures being extreme for a number of days with little overnight relief. A report 
by the Chief Health Officer concluded that there were 374 additional deaths during the 
heatwave in comparison to the previous five years. During the 2009 heatwave, 
Gannawarra Shire experienced 4 days of heat above the heat health threshold set down for 
the Mallee district with the highest daily temperature reaching 46.9oC on 7 February 2009. 
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2. In January and February 2014, a further 167 excess deaths occurred across Victoria during 
a heatwave. Six extreme heat days impacted on Gannawarra during this time with the 
highest daily temperature reaching 45.5oC. 

The Municipal Emergency Management Committee, through the Community Emergency Risk 
Assessment Framework, last assessed the risk of heat to the municipality in June 2015. The risk 
was assessed as being a Medium risk. The development, adoption and ongoing review of a Heat 
Health Plan supports the mitigation of the risk of extreme heat and heatwaves on the Gannawarra 
community. 

In 2016, Gannawarra Shire Council was involved in a Resilient Community Asset project through 
the Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance. The project was a partnership between the Victorian 
Government and six councils: Gannawarra, Buloke, Central Goldfields, Loddon, Macedon Ranges 
and Mount Alexander. 

A template Heat Health Plan was a component of the project and aimed to provide consistency in 
heat health planning across the wider region. The draft Gannawarra Heat Health Plan, as attached, 
has been based on the template. 

In addition, Council successfully applied for a 2015 Climate Change Grant through the Department 
of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP). The $10,000 project titled Be Cool in 
Gannawarra has developed a suite of heat related resources, reviewed and improved assessment 
processes for two vulnerable population groups to heat – those aged over 65 and those aged 
under 5 years of age, as well as updating Council’s heat related strategies. The Gannawarra Heat 
Health Plan, as attached, also captures components of the Be Cool in Gannawarra project to 
ensure that they are embedded in policy and strategies going forward. 

POLICY CONTEXT 

Council Plan 2017-2021 –Strong Healthy Communities: Ensure our communities are welcoming, 
inclusive and safe for all. 

The implementation of Council’s Heat Health Plan also forms part of Council’s obligations under 
various pieces of legislation, including: 

 Emergency Management Act 1986: requires Council to have arrangements in place to 
prevent, respond to and recover from any emergencies that could occur in the 
municipality.   

 Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008: states that Council’s function is to ‘seek to protect, 
improve and promote public health and wellbeing within the municipal district.’ 

 Local Government Act 1989: outlines the responsibility of Council to protect public health 
in emergencies. 

 Planning and Environment Act 1987: fosters better planning of the built environment to 
withstand the impact of a range of likely emergencies, including extreme heat. 

DISCUSSION 

Municipal emergency management plans document roles, responsibilities and actions relevant to 
emergency prevention, preparedness, response and recovery. Plans also assist in maximising the 
positive impact of response and recovery activities and reducing the likelihood of avoidable 
negative outcomes on the community. 

The Gannawarra Heat Health Plan contains a number of different parts and contact lists that are 
reviewed by the Gannawarra Municipal Emergency Management Committee prior to each 
summer season. 
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Council’s Manager Community Health is responsible for implementing the plan in close 
consultation with a range of other Council staff, the Municipal Emergency Resource Officer and 
Municipal Recovery Manager. 

The plan has a clear aim of reducing illness and deaths at a local level caused by extreme 
temperatures. To achieve this aim takes a coordinated approach across all agencies, particularly 
those providing care to those most vulnerable to heat, including the aged and those with a 
disability.  

Council officers engage frequently with a range of other agencies outside of the traditional 
emergency and health service agencies and will continue to have heat health related 
conversations to ensure that everyone is working in a coordinated manner. This will reduce 
duplication of effort and ensure that the heat health messages are spread quickly and effectively 
to those most vulnerable when needed. 

CONSULTATION 

Communication has occurred with a wide range of stakeholders across the organisation and with 
other agencies involved in service delivery.  

The draft plan was distributed internally to all staff on Council’s Internal Heat Health Alert system. 
Each of these staff members is responsible for communicating the heat alert notification to staff 
under their responsibility and for disseminating this information to their network of contacts. 
Some staff have activation responsibilities as well as service continuity and occupational health 
and safety responsibilities that are to be activated in the event of extreme heat and heatwave. 

Team meeting briefings have been conducted with Council’s Community Care workforce and 
Maternal and Child Health workforce. These workers have direct contact with vulnerable persons 
on a day to day basis. Their feedback on simple strategies Council can implement to care for these 
clients and to make the work of our community care workers and volunteers more comfortable 
during extreme weather is most valuable and has been included in the draft plan as presented.  

In addition, the draft plan was distributed externally to stakeholder organisations listed in the 
Gannawarra Heat Health Plan. These organisations are important partners in planning, response 
and recovery from heatwaves and extreme heat events that impact on our Gannawarra 
community and include: 

 Department of Health and Human Services 

 VicPolice 

 Australian Red Cross 

 Southern Mallee Primary Care Partnership 

 Kerang District Health 

 Ambulance Victoria 

 Cohuna District Hospital 

 Murray Primary Health Network 

 Northaven Baptcare Facility 

 Northern District Community Health 

 Cohuna Retirement Village (Island Care) 
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The draft plan was endorsed by the Gannawarra Municipal Emergency Management Committee 
on 6 July 2017 for presentation to Council for formal adoption. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

In accordance with Section 80B of the Local Government Act, the Officer preparing this report 
declares no conflict of interest in regards to this matter. 

CONCLUSION 

The Heat Health Plan is a comprehensive document that has been developed in close consultation 
with internal staff and stakeholder agencies. The plan is particularly focused on reducing heat 
related illness and deaths over the summer months. The strategies are clearly defined and will be 
implemented on an annual basis to gain the greatest impact.  

The plan has a clear review process in place to ensure that the effectiveness of the plan can be 
evaluated and its effect maintained in future years. 

The plan is consistent with State emergency management arrangements and accurate local 
information including contact details. Following a full review, the Gannawarra Heat Health Plan is 
now presented to Council for adoption. 
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8.2 AMENDMENT TO THE SCHEDULE OF FEES AND CHARGES- GANNAWARRA CHILDREN'S 
SERVICES 

Author: Annette Millard, Manager Children and Youth Services 

Authoriser: Mandy Hutchinson, Director Community Wellbeing  

Attachments: Nil  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Adopt the amendment to the Schedule of Fees and Charges to reflect a proposed 4% 
 increase in long day care and 6% increase in kindergarten fees from 1 January 2018. 

2. To notify all Children’s Services clients of the fee increase. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

As our Children’s Services run on a calendar year basis, each August officers review the fees to 
ensure compliance with the National Competition Policy and market rates across the region. This 
year officers recommend an increase of 4% to all long day care fees and a 6% increase to 
kindergarten fees. 
 
 

BACKGROUND 

In April 2017, Council endorsed the Schedule of Fees and Charges applicable to Council services.    
In accordance with best practice financial management Council Officers regularly review the 
schedule of fees and charges for the provision of Council services to ensure the charges are 
reflective of the costs of providing the service. Further Council also consult with the Early Years 
Board to check their appetite for any increase in service.     

We have benchmarked long day care and kindergarten with neighbouring Councils and our 
proposed increase in fees compares well, and keeps us well below the average fee charges by 
neighbouring services. 

Outlined below is a summary of the proposed changes to Children’s Services fees to bring them in 
line with the school (calendar) year. Council Officers recommend that fees increase by 4% for long 
day care and 6% for kindergarten to continue to bring them in line with other services across the 
state, and to better reflect the costs of delivering the service. Families using the Gannawarra 
Children’s Centre will be eligible for child care benefit saving them up to 50% of the below fees. 
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2018  

Increase of approx 4%  
for LDC and 6% for 

Kindergartens (allows 
for rounding) 

Current 2017 

Long Day Care Weekly $387.00 $372.00 

  Full Day (per day) $85.00 $81.70 

  Half Day (per session) $50.00 $48.10 

  Casual (per hour) $12.20 $11.65 

Kindergarten - 
Children’s Centre 

4 year old  (per week) $39.80 $38.30 

Kindergarten – Cohuna, 
Koondrook & Leitchville 

4 year old (per year) – 6% 

increase 
$900.00 $846.00 

  3 year old (3hrs/week) $638.00 $613.00 

POLICY CONTEXT 

Council Plan 2017-2021: Strong Healthy Communities- Ensure quality and accessible services that 
meet the needs of our community.  

DISCUSSION 

An increase of 4% and 6% is above CPI, and will have an impact on the costs of early years 
education to the community. Currently Children’s Services operate at a cost to Council of 
approximately $140,000 per year, from an operational point of view.  Council Officers are working 
towards reducing these costs so that this suite of services moves towards being cost neutral.  An 
increase of 4% and 6% will assist in delivering these goals and bring Council in greater alignment to 
the real cost of delivering these services, and reduce the subsidy being provided by ratepayers. 

CONSULTATION 

Council has discussed the increase with the Early Years Board on 2 August 2017, and the Board’s 
recommendation is that Long Day Care fees rise by 4% for 2018 and kindergarten fees rise by 6% 
for the next three years to assist with bringing fees in line with other ‘like’ services. Council officers 
from Children’s Services and Finance have also reviewed the current fees and recommend the 
changes. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

In accordance with Section 80B of the Local Government Act, the Officer preparing this report 
declares no conflict of interest in regards to this matter 

CONCLUSION 

The overall effect of the proposed changes will allow Council to operate Children’s Services in a 
more cost effective way, in line with community expectations, whilst ensuring that Council is not 
as burdened with subsidising the operations of the Services.  The proposed increases ensure 
Council is operating effectively within a competitive market and services are maintained at a 
standard expected by the community and regulators.  
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8.3 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMIT P17.020 - NOTICE OF DECISION TO APPROVE 

Author: Kellie Burmeister, Statutory Planning Officer 

Authoriser: Peter Bergman, Manager Planning and Regulatory Services  

Applicant: ACCIONA Energy Australia Global 

Owner: Di Boyd 

Proposal: Use and development of a renewable energy facility (solar farm) and 
associated vegetation removal. 

Location: 62 Collins Road, Kerang. 

Attachments: 1 Aerial of Site   
2 Proposed Layout   
3 Visualisations    
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RECOMMENDATION 

That Council approve Planning Application P17.020 for the use and development of a renewable 
energy facility (solar farm) and associated vegetation removal and issue a Notice of Decision to 
Grant a Permit subject to the following conditions: 

 
1. Amended Plans Required 

Before the building works commence amended plans to the satisfaction of the Responsible 
Authority must be submitted to and approved by the Responsible Authority.  When approved, 
the plans will be endorsed and then form part of the permit.  The plans must be drawn to scale 
with dimensions and three copies must be provided.  The plans must be generally in 
accordance with the plans and information submitted with the application but modified to 
include: 

 Elevation plans showing all buildings, solar panels and supporting structures 

 Landscaping plans and planting schedule as required by condition 2 

 Environmental Management Plan as required by condition 3 

 Details of proposed signage on the site 

2. Landscape Plan Required 
Prior to the building works commencing, a landscape plan to the satisfaction of the 
Responsible Authority must be submitted to and approved by the Responsible Authority.  
When approved, the plan will be endorsed and will then form part of the permit.  The plan 
must be drawn to scale with dimensions and three copies must be provided. The 
landscaping plan must consist of indigenous trees and shrubs to ensure an effective visual 
screen to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 

A planting schedule of all proposed trees, shrubs and ground covers, including botanical 
names, common names, sizes at maturity, and quantities of each plant must be included. 

3. Environmental Management Plan 
Prior to the building works commencing, an Environmental Management Plan for the 
management and operation of the use and development must be submitted to and 
approved by the Responsible Authority.  Three copies must be provided.  When approved, 
the plan will be endorsed and will then form part of the permit.  The Environmental 
Management Plan must address the following: 

 Site maintenance and weed and pest management  

 Construction management  

 Soil and stormwater management  

 Fire management  

 Traffic management  

 Procedures to ensure that no significant adverse environmental impacts occur as a result 
of the use and development 

 Decommissioning of the facility 

The Environmental Management Plan must be reviewed annually by the facility operator 
and any consequential changes to the plan must be submitted to and approved by the 
Responsible Authority. 

The use must be conducted in accordance with the endorsed Environmental Management 
Plan at all times. 

4. General Requirement 
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Use and development of the site for the proposed Renewable Energy Facility as detailed 
within the application and shown on the endorsed plan must not be altered or modified 
unless to comply with conditions of this permit without the written consent of the 
Responsible Authority. 

5. Permit Expiry 
a) The use and development must be commenced within 3 years of the date of this permit 

and completed within 5 years of commencement. 
b) An application to the Responsible Authority to extend the periods referred to must be 

received by the time of expiry or within three months afterwards. 

6. Amenity 
The use and development must be conducted so that it has minimum impact on the amenity of 
the area by reason of: 

 the transportation of materials, goods and commodities to and from the premises 

 the appearance of any building, works or materials 

 the emission of noise, vibration, dust, wastewater, waste products or reflected light 

In the event of any such nuisance in the opinion of the Responsible Authority occurring, 
additional suitable procedures for suppression must be developed and implemented to the 
satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 

7. Minimising Glare 
The proposed solar panels must be non-reflective to the satisfaction of the Responsible 
Authority. 

8. Control of Light Spill 
All external lighting must be designed, baffled and located so as to prevent any adverse 
effect on adjoining land to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 

9. Generation of Dust 
The applicant must ensure that dust suppression is undertaken in the form of constant 
water spraying or other natural based proprietary dust suppressant to ensure that dust 
caused by works within the site does not cause a nuisance to surrounding properties to the 
satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 

10. No Mud on Roads 
Appropriate measures must be implemented throughout the construction stage of the 
development and during operation of the facility, to rectify and/or minimise mud, crushed 
rock or other debris being carried onto public roads or footpaths from the subject land to 
the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 

11. Vehicle Crossing 
Any new or otherwise vehicular entrances to the subject land from the road shall be 
constructed at a location and of a size and standard satisfactory to the Responsible 
Authority.  Consent for ‘Works Within the Road Reserve’ must be obtained from Council 
prior to carrying out any vehicle crossing works.  All disused or redundant vehicle crossings 
must be removed and reinstated to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 

12. Damage to Roads 
Any damage to Council or Roads Corporation assets (i.e. roads, table drains etc.) shall be 
repaired at the cost of the applicant to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 

13. Drainage 
The drainage discharge from the site shall not exceed current discharge unless otherwise 
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approved by the Responsible Authority.  No effluent, sediment or polluted water of any type 
will be allowed to enter the drainage system.  No additional drainage points through the 
Township levee will be permitted. 

14. Levee Buffer 
A minimum four (4) metre buffer strip from the toe of the Township levee must be 
protected and no structures, besides fencing, are permitted within this buffer. 

15. Completion of Landscaping 
Before the use/occupation of the development starts or by such later date as approved by 
the Responsible Authority in writing, the landscaping works shown on the endorsed plans 
must be carried out and completed to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 

16. Landscaping Maintenance 
The landscaping shown on the endorsed plans must be maintained to the satisfaction of the 
Responsible Authority.  Any dead, diseased or damaged plants are to be replaced within 
twelve months. 

17. Decommissioned Facility 
Within 2 years of the plant being decommissioned, all infrastructure on the site must be 
removed and the site restored to its original condition to the satisfaction of the Responsible 
Authority unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Responsible Authority. 

18. Kerang Aerodrome 
The structures must not impact on the Kerang Aerodrome’s Obstacle Limitation Surfaces and 
must not produce significant adverse glare or glint impact on aircraft within the vicinity of 
the Kerang Aerodrome. 

19. Environmental Health Officer 
The proposed site office will require a septic tank system, capable of retaining all 
wastewater within the boundaries of the property in a hygienic manner.  The system must 
be installed in accordance with the requirements of the Australian Standard AS/NZ 
1547:2000 On-site domestic wastewater management and EPA Publication 891.2 Code of 
Practice – Onsite Wastewater Management. 

20. Goulburn Murray Water 
a) No buildings are to be constructed within 30 metres of the Loddon River and Goulburn 

Murray Water’s open channels and drains, or within the Rural Flood Overlay (RFO) and 
Land Subject to Inundation Overlay. 

b) All solar panels must be setback at least five metres from Goulburn Murray Water’s 
easements, freehold, or reserve boundary. 

c) Prior to the commencement of works, the applicant must submit an Environmental 
Management Plan for approval by Goulburn Murray Water. 

d) Prior to the commencement of works, the applicant must submit a Stormwater 
Management Plan for approval by Goulburn Murray Water. 

e) All construction and ongoing activities must be in accordance with sediment control 
principles outlined in ‘Construction Techniques for Sediment Pollution Control’ (EPA, 
1991). 

Notes: 

 Application must be made to Goulburn Murray Water prior to construction of any dams 
on the subject land.  A licence must be obtained where surface or groundwater supplies 
are taken and used for commercial irrigation purposes or if a dam is to be constructed on 
a waterway as defined under the Water Act 1989.  For further information, the applicant 
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should contact Goulburn Murray Water Diversion Operations on 1800 013 357. 

 The subject property is located within an area of Cultural Heritage Sensitivity.  Should 
the activity associated with proposed development require a Cultural Heritage 
Management Plan (CHMP), planning permits, licences and work authorities cannot be 
issued unless a CHMP has been approved for the activity. 

21. Powercor 
The permit holder shall:- 

 Provide an electricity supply to all properties within the development in accordance with 
Powercor’s requirements and standards, including the extension, augmentation or re- 
arrangement of any existing electricity supply system, as required by Powercor (A 
payment to cover the cost of such work may be required). 

 Where buildings or other installations exist on the land and are connected to the 
electricity supply, they shall be brought into compliance with the Service and Installation 
Rules issued by the Victorian Electricity Supply Industry. The permit holder shall arrange 
compliance through a Registered Electrical Contractor. 

 Any buildings must comply with the clearances required by the Electricity Safety 
(Installations) Regulations. 

 Any construction work must comply with Energy Safe Victoria’s “No Go Zone” rules. 

 Set aside on the property for the use of Powercor Australia Ltd a lease(s) of the site(s) 
and for easements for associated powerlines, cables and access ways where an electric 
substation (e.g. indoor) is required to service the development. 
Such a lease shall be for a period of 30 years at a nominal rental with a right to extend 
the lease for a further 30 years.  Powercor Australia Ltd will register such leases on the 
title by way of a caveat. 

 Provide easements satisfactory to Powercor Australia Ltd, where easements have not 
been otherwise provided, for all existing Powercor Australia Ltd electric lines on the land 
and for any new powerlines required to service the development and adjoining land, 
save for lines located, or to be located, on public roads set out on the plan.  These 
easements shall show on the plan an easement(s) in favour of "Powercor Australia Ltd" 
for “Power Line” pursuant to Section 88 of the Electricity Industry Act 2000. 

 Obtain for the use of Powercor Australia Ltd any other easement external to the 
development required to service the development. 

 Adjust the position of any existing easement(s) for powerlines to accord with the 
position of the line(s) as determined by survey. 

22. North Central Catchment Management Authority 
All buildings and works must be set back a minimum of 4 metres from the toe of the levee 
bank. 

Notes: 
Information available at North Central CMA indicates that the location described above is 
not subject to flooding from any designated waterway based on a flood level that has a 
probability of occurrence of 1% in any one year.  It would be in your best interest to contact 
the relevant Local Council regarding the impact of overland flows associated with the local 
drainage system. 

North Central CMA advises that the township of Kerang is protected by an earthen levee 
from flood events up to and including the 1% AEP flood event (with additional freeboard).  
This levee was designed and constructed to a high standard and is currently owned and 
maintained by the Gannawarra Shire Council.  Therefore, in the event of a 1% AEP flood 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 16 August 2017 

Item 8.3 Page 64 

event, North Central CMA advises that no portion of the property would be subject to 
inundation from any designated waterway. 

23. Country Fire Authority 
a) Access 

Access into and around the site for the fire appliances including a perimeter road shall be 
provided.  Roads shall be of all weather construction, have a minimum load capacity of 
15 tonnes and curves shall have a minimum inner radius of 10m  The minimum 
trafficable width of the roadways shall be 6m or 4m width if passing bays are provided. 

b) Vegetation Management 
A perimeter vegetation buffer zone between the boundary fence and the solar arrays of 
10m where vegetation will be managed for minimal fuel. 
Vegetation shall be modified and managed in accordance with the following 
requirements: 

 Grass must be short cropped and maintained during the declared fire danger period. 

 All leaves and vegetation debris must be removed at regular intervals during the 
declared fire danger period. 

c) Vegetation Management 
Vegetation in and around the solar arrays and transformers shall be maintained in 
minimal fuel condition (i.e. grass not more than 150mm in height) during the declared 
fire danger period. 

d) Water Supply 
Fire water tanks to be provided strategically around the site including one tank located 
at the O and M facility.  For the above site we recommend a minimum of 4 tanks. 
Water tanks shall be constructed of steel or concrete. 
Water tanks shall be a minimum of 22,500 litres and have CFA approved fittings.  The 
suction fitting shall be a 100mm Storz connection. 
Each tank shall be clearly signed FIRE WATER and shall have a water level indicator. 

e) Buildings 
If there are any buildings on site suitable portable fire extinguishers shall be provided. 

f) On-site and Remote Shut-off 
The project shall have on-site and remote capability to shut off the solar farm if a fire or 
fault occurs.  The operation of these devices shall be by the site management. 

g) Signage at the Site Entry 
Suitable warning signage and site contact details to be provided at the main entry for 
emergency services personnel. 

h) Emergency Management Plan 
An EMP is to be developed for the site covering a range of hazards including on site 
fire/explosion and bushfire (grassfire) in the vicinity. 

24. VicRoads 
a) Direct vehicular access from the subject land to the Murray Valley Highway must not be 

permitted. 
b) Before the commencement of any works and before the engagement of any haulage 

contractors, a Traffic Impact Assessment Report (TIAR) and a detailed Traffic 
Management Plan prepared by a VicRoads pre-qualified contractor to the satisfaction of 
VicRoads and the Gannawarra Shire Council in its capacity as road authority under the 
Road Management Act 2004 for local (public) roads used to transport material to/from 
and within the vicinity of the solar energy facility. 

c) All works shall be undertaken at no cost to VicRoads. 
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Notes: 

 The proponent is responsible for any damage caused to construction vehicles or other 
vehicles in the event that the safe and usable quality of any public road and associated 
infrastructure is degraded or compromised as a result of the development, and that 
VicRoads or the Gannawarra Shire Council will not accept liability for any such damage. 

 No work must be commenced in, on, under or over the road reserve without having first 
obtaining all necessary approval under the Road Management Act 2004, the Road Safety 
Act 1986, and any other relevant acts or regulations created under those Acts. 

 The provision of a security bond may be required prior to the commencement of works 
equal to the estimated costs of the rehabilitation/replacement of any infrastructure 
identified as being at risk to the satisfaction of VicRoads and the Gannawarra Shire 
Council. 

25. Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
Environmental Management Plan 
a) Before on-ground works commence, an environmental management plan for the 

construction and operation of the solar farm which is to the satisfaction of the 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, must be submitted to and 
approved by the responsible authority.  When approved, the plan is to be endorsed and 
will then form part of the permit.  The use and development must be conducted in 
accordance with the endorsed plan.  The environmental management plan is to include 
but is not limited to: 
i. Overview of construction methods including management zones and construction 

zones, site preparation, access, construction activities, schedule and timing of works, 
and contractor briefing 

ii. Management Structure and Roles including an environmental audit process 
iii. Environmental considerations; management of and/or mitigation of impacts on: 

 surface water pollution 

 erosion and sediment 

 terrestrial ecology 

 visual impacts 

 waste management 

 hazardous materials 

 environmental incidents and emergencies 

 fire hazards 
iv. Summary of further plans to be developed. 

Notification of permit conditions 
b) Before works start, the permit holder must advise all persons undertaking the vegetation 

removal/works on site of all relevant conditions of this permit. 
Protection of vegetation to be retained 
c) Before works start, a protection fence must be erected around all native vegetation to be 

retained within 15 metres of the works area. This fence must be erected at a minimum 
of: 
i. 12 times the diameter of the tree trunk at 130 cm above ground level (to a maximum 

distance of 15 metres) but no less than 2 metres from the base of the trunk, and 
ii. 2 metres from remnant patches of native vegetation. 

d) The protection fence must be constructed of star pickets and paraweb or similar, to the 
satisfaction of the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning.  The protection 
fence must remain in place at least until all works are completed to the satisfaction of the 
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department.  Except with the written consent of the department, none of the following 
may occur within this area: 
iii. vehicular or pedestrian access, trenching or soil excavation 
iv. storage or dumping of tools, equipment or waste 
v. construction of entry and exit pits for underground services. 

Native vegetation offsets 
e) In order to offset the removal of 1.769 hectares of native vegetation, including 11 

scattered trees and 0.996 hectares of remnant patch, approved as part of this permit, the 
applicant must provide a native vegetation offset that meets the following requirements, 
and is in accordance with the Permitted clearing of native vegetation – Biodiversity 
assessment guidelines and the Native vegetation gain scoring manual: 
The offset must: 

 contribute gain of 0.233 general biodiversity equivalence units; 

 be located within the North Central Catchment Management Authority boundary or 
Gannawarra Shire Council municipal district; and 

 have a strategic biodiversity score of at least 0.297. 
Offset evidence 
f) Before any native vegetation is removed, evidence that an offset has been secured must 

be provided to the satisfaction of the responsible authority.  This offset must meet the 
offset requirements set out in this permit and be in accordance with the requirements of 
the Permitted clearing of native vegetation – Biodiversity assessment guidelines and the 
Native vegetation gain scoring manual. Offset evidence can be either: 
i. a credit register extract from the Native Vegetation Credit Register; or 
ii. a security agreement, to the required standard, for the offset site or sites, including a 

10 year offset management plan to the satisfaction of the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning and approved by the Responsible Authority. 
Every year, for ten years, after the responsible authority has approved the offset 
management plan, the applicant must provide notification of the management 
actions undertaken towards implementing the offset management plan, to the 
department.  An offset site condition statement, including photographs must be 
included in this notification. 

Notes: 

 The adjoining Crown land is not to be used for access, storage of materials or rubbish. 
Any private use of Crown land requires consent and/or licensing from the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning. 

 Works or other activities on public land (including road reserves), which may impact on 
protected plants, will require a Protected Flora Licence or Permit under the Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG).  All native vegetation likely to be impacted should be 
checked against the Protected Flora List (DELWP 2016) to determine whether FFG 
approvals are required. Protected Flora Permits can be obtained from the department’s 
regional office. 

 To assist applicants in meeting their permit condition requirements, the ‘Meeting permit 
conditions – third party offsets’ (2015) fact sheet and the ‘First party general offset kit 
(ver1.1)’ are available.  Please visit https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/native-
vegetation/native-vegetation. 

26. EPA Victoria 
a) Nuisance dust must not be discharged beyond the boundaries of the premises. 
b) The applicant must limit the scale of or cease operations which emit dust if insufficient 

https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/native-vegetation/native-vegetation
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/native-vegetation/native-vegetation
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dust suppression measures (eg Water) are available. 
c) Construction and post-construction activities must be in accordance with EPA Publication 

275 “Construction Techniques for Sediment Pollution Control 1991” or as amended. 
d) Noise emitted for the premises must not exceed the recommended levels as set out in 

Noise from Industry in Regional Victoria (NIRV; EPA Publication 1411, 2011) or as 
amended. 

e) All industrial waste generated during construction must be managed in accordance with 
EPA’s Industrial Waste Resource Guidelines 2009. 

f) Construction and post-construction activities must be in accordance with EPA Publication 
275 Construction Techniques for Sediment Pollution Control 1991 or as amended. 

 

NOTE 1: A BUILDING PERMIT MUST BE OBTAINED PRIOR TO COMMENCING WORKS. 
 

NOTE 2: THE CIVIL AVIATION SAFETY AUTHORITY (CASA) ADVISED THAT THE PROPONENT SHOULD BE MADE AWARE 

THAT ANY APPROVAL DOES NOT MITIGATE ANY COMPLAINTS MADE IN THE FUTURE FOR GLARE AND GLINT, AND 

THAT THESE WOULD BE REFERRED TO CASA FOR ASSESSMENT PER MANUAL OF STANDARDS PART 139, SUB 

PART 9.21.2 LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND. 

 

9.21.2.1 THE CIVIL AVIATION SAFETY AUTHORITY (CASA) HAS THE POWER THROUGH REGULATION 94 OF THE CIVIL 

AVIATION REGULATIONS 1988 (CAR 1988), TO REQUIRE LIGHTS WHICH MAY CAUSE CONFUSION, 
DISTRACTION OR GLARE TO PILOTS IN THE AIR TO BE EXTINGUISHED OR MODIFIED. 

 

NOTE 3: ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE 
WORKS MUST CEASE IMMEDIATELY UPON THE DISCOVERY OF ANY ABORIGINAL CULTURAL MATERIAL, AND 

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS VICTORIA MUST BE NOTIFIED IMMEDIATELY OF ANY SUCH DISCOVERY AT GPO BOX 

2392V, MELBOURNE 3001 OR ON (TELEPHONE) 1300 551 380. 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT UNDER THE ABORIGINAL HERITAGE ACT 2006 ANY WORKS INVOLVING HIGH IMPACT 

ACTIVITIES LOCATED WITHIN 200 METRES OF A CULTURALLY SENSITIVE AREA WILL REQUIRE THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF A CULTURAL HERITAGE MANAGEMENT PLAN.  FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING 

THE KIND OF ACTIVITIES THAT TRIGGER A CULTURAL HERITAGE MANAGEMENT PLAN PLEASE REFER TO THE 

ABORIGINAL HERITAGE REGULATIONS 2007 OR FOLLOW THE WEB LINK TO 

HTTP://WWW.AAV.NRMS.NET.AU/AAVQUESTION1.ASPX. 
 
IF ANY SUSPECTED HUMAN REMAINS ARE FOUND, WORK IN THE AREA MUST CEASE AND THE VICTORIA 

POLICE AND THE STATE CORONER’S OFFICER MUST BE INFORMED OF THE DISCOVERY WITHOUT DELAY.  THE 

STATE CORONER’S OFFICE CAN BE CONTACTED AT ANY TIME ON TELEPHONE (03) 9684 4444. 
IF THERE ARE REASONABLE GROUNDS TO SUSPECT THAT THE REMAINS ARE ABORIGINAL, THE DISCOVERY 

SHOULD ALSO BE REPORTED TO ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS VICTORIA ON (TELEPHONE) 1300 88 544 OR (03) 

9208 3287 AND THE PROVISIONS OF DIVISION 2 OF PART 2 OF THE ABORIGINAL HERITAGE ACT 2006 

WILL APPLY. 
 

OFFICERS OF ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS VICTORIA SHALL BE PERMITTED ACCESS TO THE SITE AT ANY REASONABLE 

TIME, FOR THE PURPOSE OF MONITORING ADHERENCE TO CONDITIONS ABOVE. 
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ALL ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE, THAT IS, ABORIGINAL PLACES, ABORIGINAL OBJECTS AND 

ABORIGINAL HUMAN REMAINS, IS PROTECTED UNDER THE STATE ABORIGINAL HERITAGE ACT 2006.  IT IS 

AN OFFENCE TO DO AN ACT THAT WILL HARM ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE OR IS LIKELY TO HARM 

ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE.  

 

NOTE 4: ANY WORKS REQUIRED WITHIN THE ROAD RESERVE MUST BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL’S “ROAD 

OPENING HANDBOOK”.  ANY NEW VEHICLE CROSSING OR ALTERATION TO EXISTING CROSSINGS MUST BE IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL’S “ROAD OPENING HANDBOOK”.  A “ROAD OPENING PERMIT” MUST BE 

OBTAINED PRIOR TO ANY WORKS BEING UNDERTAKEN WITHIN THE ROAD RESERVE. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report is being presented to Council to determine a planning application for the use and 
development of land for a renewable energy facility (solar farm, 110,000 solar panels) and 
associated vegetation removal at 62 Collins Road, Kerang.  The application was advertised to 
surrounding property owners and occupiers and one written objection was received.  The cost of 
development is $45,000,000. 

The proposal is considered to be appropriate for the site and consistent with the provisions of the 
Gannawarra Planning Scheme.  The application has therefore been recommended for approval by 
Council Officers. 
 

PURPOSE 

To seek Council’s decision on planning application P17.020 for the use and development of a 
renewable energy facility (solar farm) and associated vegetation removal. 

DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

In accordance with Section 80B of the Local Government Act, the Officer preparing this report 
declares no conflict of interest in regards to this matter. 

COUNCIL PLAN 

Council Plan 2017-2021 – Economic diversity, growth and prosperity – Support and advocate for 
sustainable and renewable energy industries within the Shire. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The subject site adjoins Collins Road to the east, residential and agricultural land to the north and 
south and the Kerang Township Levee to the west.  The total development site is approximately 
100 hectares. 

The land is predominately flat and historically has been used for animal grazing and pastures. 

Some vegetation exists on the site. 

The proposed solar farm will consist of the following elements: 

 Approximately 110,000 solar panels installed in regular parallel arrays. 

 Each panel will be fixed to a metal mounting structure.  The mounting structure will likely 
be piled or screwed into the ground without the need for any concrete.  The panel is likely 
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to slowly and practically silently track in a single axis in a horizontal movement of the sun.  
There is an alternate option to install a fixed tilt mounting structure.  Either mounting 
structure will not exceed 4 metres in height. 

 Above ground cabling fixed to the mounting structure, connecting each solar panel module 
to the next one in a string.  The strings will then connect to a small field combiner box 
mounted underneath or adjacent to the panels.  The combiner boxes will sit approximately 
1m from the ground. 

 Underground cabling from the boxes to the power conversion units. 

 Power conversion units will be located within 12.19 metre steel containers or on container 
skid pads. 

 There will be underground cabling running from the power conversion units to a central 
point where the underground cable surfaces and is connected to the overhead line. 

 A battery storage facility comprising approximately 20 x 12.19 metre steel containers (or 
similar type structure) and associated control equipment.  This equipment allows power 
from the solar farm to be fed into the grid at times when solar panels are not generating 
electricity. 

 Internal access tracks to allow for light vehicular traffic during maintenance period. 

 Fencing around the perimeter of the site and associated security system. 

 Control system to monitor performance of the equipment. 

 A small site office and maintenance shed located on the western side of the project layout. 

 Temporary infrastructure associated with site construction, including a site construction 
compound and temporary storage and laydown areas. 

 Landscape screening around the eastern and northern boundaries of the site. 

CONSULTATION 

The application was advertised by mail to adjoining property owners and occupiers and was also 
advertised in the Gannawarra Times newspaper on 13 April 2017.  One written objection was 
received. 

A mediation meeting was offered to the objector, however, this was not accepted. 

ASSESSMENT 

The subject land is situated within a Farming Zone (FZ) under the Gannawarra Planning Scheme.  
The use of land for a Renewable Energy Facility can be considered within this zone pursuant to 
Clause 35.07-1 and must meet the requirements of Clause 52.42.  The development of land for this 
use also triggers a planning permit pursuant to Clause 35.07.4.  Some of the purposes of the FZ are 
“to provide for the use of land for agriculture”, “to ensure than non-agricultural uses, including 
dwellings, do not adversely affect the use of land for agriculture’ and ‘to encourage the retention 
of employment and population to support rural communities”. 

Pursuant to the Gannawarra Planning Scheme, a planning permit is required under clauses 35.07-
1, 35.07-4, 42.01-2 and 42.02-2. 

The subject land is affected by the Airport Environs Overlay Schedule 2 (AEO2), Design and 
Development Overlay Schedule 1 (DDO1), Environmental Significance Overlay Schedules 1 and 4 
(ESO1 and ESO4), Land Subject to Inundation Overlay (LSIO), Rural Floodway Overlay (RFO) and a 
Vegetation Protection Overlay Schedule 2 (VPO2). 

Key purposes and objectives of the overlays include: 
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 AEO2 “to ensure that land use and development are compatible with the operation of 
airports in accordance with the appropriate airport strategy or master plan and with safe 
air navigation for aircraft approaching and department the airfield”. 

 DDO1 “to prevent any use or development of the land within the overlay which could 
prejudice the safety and efficiency of the airport”. 

 ESO1 “to ensure that the use of land and the construction and carrying out of any buildings 
and works in waterway environs are of a scale, character and form which is compatible 
with the high environmental quality of the waterway system and surrounds”. 

 ESO4 “to ensure that any development maintains the free passage and temporary storage 
of floodwaters, minimises flood damage, is compatible with the flood hazard and with local 
drainage conditions and will not cause any significant rise in flood levels or flow velocity”. 

 LSIO “to ensure that development maintains the free passage and temporary storage of 
floodwaters, minimises flood damage, is compatible with the flood hazard and local 
drainage conditions and will not cause any significance rise in flood level or flow velocity”. 

 RFO “to identify waterways, major floodpaths, drainage depressions and high hazard areas 
which have the greatest risk and frequency of being affected by flooding”. 

 VPO2 “to protect remnant native vegetation and habitat, including the understorey, and 
facilitate natural revegetation”. 

The application was referred to North Central Catchment Management Authority (NCCMA) and 
the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (NCCMA) under Section 55 of the 
Planning and Environment Act 1989.  NCCMA offered no objection subject to a condition.  DELWP 
offered no objection subject to conditions. 

Notice of the application was given to VicRoads, Civil Aviation Safety Authority, Goulburn Murray 
Water, EPA Victoria, the Country Fire Authority, SP AusNet and Powercor who offered no 
objection to the proposal subject to conditions should Council resolve to approve the application. 

The application was also referred internally to Council’s Engineering, Building and Environmental 
Health Departments who offered no objection to the proposal subject to conditions. 

The application was advertised and one written objection was received to the application.  The 
issues identified within the objection include: 

 Collins Road is not suitable for heavy traffic. 

 Loss of privacy. 

 Increased traffic volume. 

 Rural residential area. 

 Who wants to look at solar panels from their house (appearance of solar panels)? 

 Dust caused by traffic around the solar panels. 

 Noisy equipment, etc. 

 The objector’s have several lots currently for sale as semi rural outlook, not to look at solar 
panels.  Devaluation of the land (which is part of their super fund). 

 Proximity to school bus stop at end of Collins Road. 

 This should not be approved when objector’s application for free camping was refused. 
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DISCUSSION 

This proposal has been assessed against the zone and policy provisions of the Gannawarra 
Planning Scheme. 

The site is situated within a Farming Zone.  Purposes of this zone are: 

 To provide for the use of land for agriculture. 

 To encourage the retention of productive agricultural land. 

 To ensure that non-agricultural uses, including dwellings, do not adversely affect the use of 
land for agriculture. 

 To encourage the retention of employment and population to support rural communities. 

 To encourage use and development of land based on comprehensive and sustainable land 
management practices and infrastructure provisions. 

It is considered that the use is consistent with the purposes of the zone and that conditions can be 
incorporated into any approval to further demonstrate this. 

Decision Guidelines of Clause 65 require the consideration of the purpose of the zone, the orderly 
planning of the area and the effect of a proposal on the amenity of the area. It is considered that 
this proposal is consistent with the purpose of the zone and any amenity issues for the area can be 
dealt with by the inclusion of conditions in relation to amenity impacts. 

Issues raised in the objection received can be dealt with by the inclusion of conditions to alleviate 
concerns. 

The State Planning Policy Framework (SPPF) 

Clause 11.13-2 A diversified economy – The objective is “to realise opportunities to strengthen and 
diversify the economy”.  In addition, one of the strategies is to “support emerging and potential 
growth sectors such as nature-based tourism, mining and renewable energy generation and 
protect these activities from urban encroachment”. 

Clause 15.02-1 Energy and resource efficiency – The objective is “to encourage land use and 
development that is consistent with the efficient use of energy and the minimisation of greenhouse 
gas emissions”.  One of the strategies is to “improve efficiency in energy use through greater use of 
renewable energy”. 

Clause 19.01-1 Provision of renewable energy – The objective is “to promote the provision of 
renewable energy in a manner that ensures appropriate siting and design considerations are met”.  
One of the strategies is to “facilitate renewable energy developments in appropriate locations”. 

The proposal is considered to be consistent with both state and regional planning policy. 

Local Planning Policy Framework (LPPF) 

Clause 21.10-1 Renewable energy – Objective 1 is “to increase energy supplies from renewable 
sources, particularly from solar generation of electricity, and reduce dependence on fossil fuels”.  
One of the strategies is to “promote and encourage the establishment of a solar electricity 
generation industry in the municipality, including electricity generation on ‘solar farms’, the 
manufacture of components and research into solar applications”. 

The proposal is again consistent with local planning policy. 
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Particular Provisions 

Clause 52.17 Native Vegetation – One of the purposes is “to ensure permitted clearing of native 
vegetation results in no net loss in the contribution made by native vegetation to Victoria’s 
biodiversity”.  This is achieved through the following approach: 

 Avoid the removal of native vegetation that makes a significant contribution to Victoria’s 
biodiversity. 

 Minimise impacts on Victoria’s biodiversity from the removal of native vegetation. 

 Where native vegetation is permitted to be removed, ensure that an offset is provided in a 
manner that makes a contribution to Victoria’s biodiversity that is equivalent to the 
contribution made by the native vegetation to be removed. 

Clause 52.42 Renewable Energy Facility – The purpose is “to facilitate the establishment and 
expansion of renewable energy facilities, in appropriate locations, with minimal impact on the 
amenity of the area”. 

OPTION ANALYSIS 

Council has two options in relation to this report: 

1. To approve Planning Application P17.020 and issue a Notice of Decision to issue a planning 
permit subject to appropriate conditions.  The objector has the opportunity to appeal 
Council’s decision at VCAT. 

2. To refuse Planning Application P17.020 and issue a Notice of Refusal stating the grounds of 
refusal.  The applicant then has the opportunity to appeal Council’s decision at VCAT. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

There are no risk implications to Council. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

CONCLUSION 

The proposed use and development is considered to be appropriate for this site.  The application 
was advertised to surrounding property owners and occupiers and one written objection was 
received. 

It is considered that the proposal is consistent with the Gannawarra Planning Scheme, in particular 
state and local planning policy and the purpose of the Farming Zone. 

Given the above, it is recommended that the application be approved subject to conditions as 
outlined earlier in this report (see recommendation). 
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8.4 COUNCIL POLICY REVIEW 

Author: Alissa Harrower, Governance and Compliance Coordinator 

Authoriser: Tom O'Reilly, Director Corporate Services  

Attachments: 1 Policy No. 025 - Outstanding Debt   
2 Policy No. 034 - Rate Relief    

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council endorse the following reviewed policies: 

 Policy No. 025 – Outstanding Debt 

 Policy No. 034 – Rate Relief 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council officers undertake regular reviews of Council policies to ensure they are up to date and 
reflective of current practices.  This report addresses the following policies which have recently 
been reviewed: 

 Policy No. 025 – Outstanding Debt 

 Policy No. 034 – Rate Relief 
 

BACKGROUND 

Council officers undertake regular reviews of Council policies to ensure compliance with relevant 
legislation and that they are reflective of current practice.  Reviewed policies are presented to 
Council for endorsement, or repeal if it has been determined the policy is no longer required. 

 

POLICY CONTEXT 

Council Plan 2017– 2021– Identify innovative opportunities that create improvements. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Policy No Policy Name Comments 

025 Outstanding Debt Minimal changes relating to formatting, grammar and position 
titles. 

034 Rate Relief All changes to policy relate to formatting and grammar. 

CONSULTATION 

Council’s Executive Leadership and Management Teams have been involved in the review of these 
policies. 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

In accordance with Section 80B of the Local Government Act, the Officer preparing this report 
declares no conflict of interest in regards to this matter. 

CONCLUSION 

This report addresses recently reviewed policies for the consideration of Council to ensure 
compliance with relevant legislation and that they are reflective of current practice.  
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9 INFORMATION REPORTS 

Nil    

10 URGENT ITEMS 

11 NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil  

12 DELEGATES REPORTS 

12.1 DELEGATES REPORT - THURSDAY 20 JULY TO WEDNESDAY 16 AUGUST, 2017 

Author: Allison Peace, Administration Assistant - Chief Executive Office 

Authoriser: Eric Braslis, CEO  

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Delegate Reports from Thursday 20 July to Wednesday 16 August, 2017 
 

Cr Brian Gibson 
 25 July Meeting Cohuna Aerodrome – Cohuna 
   Meeting Kerang Lakes Development Group – Lake Charm 
 27 July Meeting – RFMS Steering Committee – Huntly 
 28-30 July Councillor Development Weekend – Torquay 
 31 July Workshop – NW Victoria Solar Resources - Melbourne 
 02 Aug MyWarra Launch – Kerang 
 12 Aug Opening Cohuna Kangas Female Change rooms – Cohuna 
 
 
Cr Mark Arians   
 24 July Meeting – Refugee Support Group - Kerang  
 26 July Meeting – Kerang Progress Association 
 01 Aug Meeting – New Year’s Eve Committee – Kerang 
  
 
Cr Jodie Basile 
 28-30 July Councillor Development Weekend - Torquay 
 02  Aug Early Years Board Meeting - Cohuna 
   MyWarra Launch – Kerang 
 10 Aug Golden River Artists Rotational Opening Night - Kerang 
 12 Aug Opening Cohuna Kangas Female Change rooms – Cohuna 
 
 
Cr Charlie Gillingham  
 21 July Legendairy Capital Promotion - Cohuna 
 25 July Meeting – Kerang Lakes Development Group – Lake Charm 
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Cr Lorraine Learmonth 
 20 July Arts Salon Meeting – Cohuna 
 21 July Legendairy Capital Promotion - Cohuna 
 27 July Forum Intensifying Agribusiness – Bendigo 
 28-30 July Councillor Development Weekend – Torquay 
 01 Aug Meeting – ARTS – Kerang 
   Meeting – Cohuna Seniors AGM – Cohuna 
 04 Aug Meeting – LMWRRG – Bendigo 
 02 Aug Mywarra Launch – Kerang 
 03 Aug Meeting Leitchville Progress Association AGM 
 09 Aug Meeting – Elders Group – Kerang 
 10 Aug Meeting – Senior Advisory Group – Kerang 
 11 Aug Meeting – Barook Seniors AGM – Koondrook 
 12 Aug Opening Cohuna Kangas Female Change rooms – Cohuna 
   Lola Montez – Cohuna 
 14 Aug Meeting – Cohuna Memorial Hall Users Group - Cohuna 
 
Cr Steve Tasker 
 28-30 July Councillor Development Weekend – Torquay 
 08  Aug Meeting – Koondrook Development Meeting - Koondrook 
 11 Aug Meeting – Barook Seniors AGM – Koondrook 
 
Cr Sonia Wright 
 28-30 July Councillor Development Weekend – Torquay 
 02 Aug MyWarra Launch - Kerang 
 12 Aug Lola Montez - Cohuna 
 
 
This table represents attendances by two or more Councillors at the following Council functions: 

 
Function Attended 

Councillor () 

G
ib

so
n

 

A
ri

an
s 

B
as

ile
 

G
ill

in
gh

am
 

Le
ar

m
o

n
th

 

Ta
sk

er
 

W
ri

gh
t 

Council Strategic Briefing Meeting (24 July)                

Council Briefing Meeting (07 August)                

Ordinary Council Meeting (16 August)                

 
LoA = Leave of Absence 
A = Apology    
 

13 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS    

Nil  


